
Lexia Decodable Readers provide opportunities for systematic, explicit, and frequent 
practice of foundational reading skills in connected text, including the use of phonics 
patterns and word analysis strategies. When used in conjunction with the Lexia® Core5® 
Reading online program and Lexia’s teacher-delivered instructional resources, the 
Decodable Readers build decoding skills, promote accurate and automatic word 
recognition, and boost student motivation and confidence.

Student Readers
Each decodable student reader 
targets a phonics pattern or 
foundational word analysis  
skill that is taught in Core5.  
The readers are sequentially 
aligned through Level 12 of the 
program. They include a variety  
of narrative and informational 
texts with engaging content  
and full-color images.

F O R  E D U C A T O R S

What are Lexia® Decodable Readers?
Overview 

What Is a Marsh?R-Controlled VowelsWord Count: 112
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Elements used in this book
Word analysis skill r-controlled vowels

Target words bird, birds, dark, for, harm, marsh, sharp, short, sort, storm, tern, terns, worms
Review skills

short vowels, consonant blends, consonant 
digraphs & trigraphs, silent e, word families, 
long vowel teams, two-syllable words, vowel  
combinations

High-frequency words are, does, has, is, lives, many, of, one, other,  
so, the, to, what

One sort of marsh bird  

is a black tern. This bird  

has short legs, a dark head, 

and a sharp beak.

Other birds that nest  

in a marsh are cranes. 

Cranes and terns eat bugs, 

worms, and small fish.
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Three goats were in a deep sleep 
at the base  
of a tree.

One of the goats had  a dream as it slept. In  the dream, rain fell.
The Goat’s

Dream

https://www.lexiacore5.com/
https://www.lexialearning.com
https://twitter.com/LexiaLearning
https://www.facebook.com/lexialearning
https://www.instagram.com/lexialearning/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lexia-learning-systems/


Look for the Decodable Readers in the  
Support for Instruction section of the  
Core5 Resources Hub.
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Teacher Guides
The detailed teacher guides can be used to facilitate foundational reading instruction and practice.  
They provide step-by-step guidance for educators using the Lexia Decodable Readers to support the 
application and generalization of phonics patterns and word analysis strategies. For each student reader, 
the accompanying teacher guide includes

•	 Text summary

•	 Description of the focus skill

•	 Target words

•	 High-frequency words

•	 �Instructional routines and fluent  
reading strategies

•	 �Text-specific discussion prompts to  
reinforce the connection between  
fluency and comprehension

Why are Lexia Decodable Readers important?
Lexia Decodable Readers were developed to provide students with additional opportunities to build and 
reinforce foundational reading skills. The text of the readers focuses on words with phonics patterns and 
high-frequency words that have been systematically taught in Lexia Core5 Reading. The Decodable 
Readers are sequentially aligned to the levels in Core5 so students are able to apply and generalize word 
analysis strategies that support them wherever they are on their path to reading success.

How can Lexia Decodable Readers be used?
As part of the Lexia Core5 Reading blended learning model, Lexia Decodable Readers support systematic, 
explicit, and frequent practice of foundational reading skills. Students are introduced to phonics patterns and 
word analysis strategies in the Core5 online program. The Decodable Readers can be used to apply and 
generalize these concepts in connected text while also providing opportunities for fluent reading practice.

For small group sessions 
Lexia Decodable Readers are ideal for small groups of students. Opportunities for peer support and 
collaboration often motivate students who struggle to work independently.

For individual student instruction 
Lexia Decodable Readers fully integrate with the instruction provided in Lexia Lessons® to support students 
who are struggling with specific phonics patterns or word analysis strategies.

The student readers can be printed and assembled by folding each page spread in half, stacking the 
individually folded pages, stapling the open edges together. 

Lexia® Decodable Readers
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Text Type: Informational

Word Analysis Skill: Consonant Blends

Word Count: 71

Frog Skills

TEXT SUMMARY This informational text describes the 

appearance and behavior of frogs.

WORD ANALYSIS 
SKILL

This reader is designed to provide 

supported practice in reading one-syllable 

words with consonant blends.

TARGET WORDS and, ants, blend, bugs, damp, fast, frogs, 

grass, grip, hunt, jump, land, logs, pads, 

pests, plants, pond, ponds, skills, skin, slugs, 

spots, swim, trap

HIGH-FREQUENCY 

WORDS
are, green, have, live, of, other, some, the, 

they, yellow

PREVIEW

 Explore the word analysis skill. Point to the target words in the title of the reader to reinforce the 

concept of consonant blends as clusters of two or three letters in which each letter’s sound is heard.

 Identify high-frequency words. Explain to students that these are words that we see often when 

we read. Some have parts we can sound out, and some parts we need to remember. If necessary, 

model the steps to learning words like these: Look–Listen–Match. 1) Look at the word. 2) Listen for 

the sounds as you say the word. 3) Match the sounds to the letters you see, and mark any that don’t 

match with a symbol. Consider previewing a sentence that contains the high-frequency word.

READ

 Support accurate decoding. If students struggle to read a word with a consonant blend, model this 

strategy: Point to each letter, and say the sound the letter makes. Then, run your finger below the 

letters as you blend the sounds together.

 Encourage fluent reading. Remind students that fluent readers read with expression and pay 

attention to punctuation. Provide ample opportunities for students to reread sentences, pages, and 

the entire reader more than once to develop automaticity and fluency.

DISCUSS

 What facts does the author include about frogs’ bodies? You can look back at the book to help you 

remember. (damp skin, some green, some yellow, some have spots)

 How does the photograph on page 5 help you understand how frogs hunt bugs? (The photograph 

shows a frog using its long, sticky tongue.)

 Share one fact about frogs that you did not know before reading or that you found interesting. Share 

one question you still have about frogs. (Student answers will vary.)

Lexia® Decodable Readers
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Text Type: NarrativeWord Analysis Skill: Short iWord Count: 82

Fix-It Kit

Fix-It KitShort i
Word Count: 82
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Elements used in this bookWord analysis skill short i

Target words bib, bin, did, fit, fix, in, it, Kit, lid, pin, rip, tip, 
wig, will

Review skills
short a

High-frequency words and, has, on, so, the, to

TEXT SUMMARY In this story, a child named Kit solves a series 
of problems throughout the day.WORD ANALYSIS 

SKILL
This reader is designed to provide 
supported practice in reading one-syllable 
words with short i.

TARGET WORDS bib, bin, did, fit, fix, in, it, Kit, lid, pin, rip, tip, 
wig, will

HIGH-FREQUENCY 
WORDS

and, has, on, so, the, to
PREVIEW

 Explore the word analysis skill. Point to the target words in the title of the reader to reinforce the 

short vowel sound. Display the keyword-picture card for the letter i.

 Identify high-frequency words. Explain to students that these are words that we see often when 

we read. Some have parts we can sound out, and some parts we need to remember. If necessary, 

model the steps to learning words like these: Look–Listen–Match. 1) Look at the word. 2) Listen for 

the sounds as you say the word. 3) Match the sounds to the letters you see, and mark any that don’t 

match with a symbol. Consider previewing a sentence that contains the high-frequency word.

READ

 Support accurate decoding. If students struggle to read a word with short i, model this strategy: 

Point to each letter, and say the sound the letter makes. Then, run your finger below the letters as 

you blend the sounds together. Encourage fluent reading. Remind students that fluent readers read with expression and pay 

attention to punctuation. Provide ample opportunities for students to reread sentences, pages, and 

the entire reader more than once to develop automaticity and fluency.

DISCUSS

 A character is who a story is about. Who is the main character in the story? (Kit, or Fix-it Kit)

 What are three things that Kit fixes? You can look back at the story to help you remember. (a bin, a 

wig, and a bib)
 Have you ever solved a problem like Kit? What did you fix? (Student answers will vary.)
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