
Created for upper-elementary students, Lexia Close Reads provide opportunities for critical 
reading and analysis with a variety of real-world text types and engaging topics. The 
full-color student readers are organized in sets and can be used to develop fluency and 
comprehension while promoting higher-order thinking, collaboration, and discussion.

Student Readers
The two-page student readers include plays, 
fables, myths, science fiction, realistic fiction,  
and informational passages—all with engaging 
content and robust vocabulary. They support skill 
development in: 

• Identifying main idea and details
• Exploring narrative text structure
• Comparing and contrasting 
• Analyzing cause and effect
• Sequencing events
• Evaluating an author’s viewpoint 
• Making inferences and conclusions 
• Predicting outcomes 
• Using text evidence 
• Recognizing  

conventions of drama

LEXIA® CLOSE READS
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•  A giant Pacific octopus was 

being studied at the Seattle 

Aquarium. She was given a glass 

jar with food inside. She figured 

out how to screw off the top to 

get to the food all by herself.

•  Octopuses have several ways to 

open shells to eat the shellfish 

inside. They smash mussel 

shells. They pry open some 

clam shells. They use their saw-

like tongues to drill into stronger 

clam shells. Scientist Jennifer 

Mather and her team decided 

 to trick some octopuses.  

The creatures were given clam 

shells that they usually just pried 

apart. But these shells were 

wired shut. The octopuses tried 

different techniques until they 

were successful.

Why is the octopus so smart? 

Mather has a theory. She explains 

that an octopus has no body 

protection and lives in a 

dangerous, ever-changing 

environment. It needs to be  

clever to survive.

INFORMATIONAL, MAGAZINE ARTICLE

LEXIA® CLOSE READS
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The octopus is unusual: It has  no bones, eight arms, a huge head, and a mouth like a parrot’s beak. It can change colors, squirt poison, and lift four times its own weight. And, scientists are learning, it seems to be smart!
Here are some behaviors that scientists know about:

•  They’ve filmed small octopuses in the ocean carrying two halves of a coconut shell. When the octopus is in danger, it darts inside one half and pulls the other half over itself.
•  Sometimes in the morning, aquarium workers would  find fish missing from a tank. Then they’d see watery trails  on the floor. They realized that octopuses were getting out of their tanks at night.  They were crawling to the fish tanks, eating fish, and returning to their tanks.

•  Curious octopuses are 
interested in toys dropped into their tanks. Scientists at  the Lorenz Institute note that octopuses become attached to certain toys. They carry  them around like a child with  a stuffed animal.

Octopuses can become attached to toys, like this rubber duck.

INFORMATIONAL, MAGAZINE ARTICLE

What are Lexia® Close Reads?
Overview 

F O R  E D U C A T O R S

LEXIA® CLOSE READS
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He purposely fell into the 
water. The salt disappeared, 
and the donkey rose to his  
feet without the weight of  
his load.

The merchant watched with  
a knowing look. Then he led 
the donkey back to the market. 

This time, the merchant did  
not buy salt. He bought a  
load of sponges. When the 
donkey came to the stream,  
he quickly lay down. The 
sponges filled with water. 
Back on his feet, the donkey 
was surprised to find that  
his load was much heavier 
than before.

NARRATIVE, FABLE

LEXIA® CLOSE READS
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Long ago, a 

merchant bought 

big sacks of salt 

at the market. He 

loaded the sacks 

onto his donkey’s back, and 

the two set off for home.

They came to a stream and 

began to wade across it.  

The heavy burden caused the 

donkey to lose his balance. 

He slipped and fell into the 

water. When the donkey stood 

up again, his load was much 

lighter. Most of the salt had 

dissolved in the water.

The merchant returned to the 

market and bought salt again. 

Once again, he loaded the sacks onto the donkey’s back. When they 

came to the stream again, the donkey remembered how to lighten 

his burden.

NARRATIVE, FABLE
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LEXIA® CLOSE READS

DRAMA

   Scene 2   
[15 minutes later. IAN and OMAR have put the book aside and are 
making snacks. ANNIE bursts in through the door.]ANNIE: [Breathlessly] I did it, Ian! I did it! I broke a record! [IAN and 

OMAR give each other puzzled looks.] I did three cartwheels in a 
row without falling!

IAN: Uh, Annie, that’s cool, but I don’t think that three cartwheels 
can get someone in the record book. You’d probably have to do 
thousands of them.
ANNIE: [Still excited] The most I could do before was two cartwheels. 
Now I did three! I broke a record!
OMAR: [Shrugging] Well, she DID break her own record. IAN: [To ANNIE] You’re the champ!

[ANNIE stands tall and pumps her fists over her head. Curtain.]
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Cast of Characters 

ANNIE: a 6-year-old girl 

IAN: Annie’s 11-year-old brother 

OMAR: Ian’s 11-year-old friend

   Scene 1   

[One afternoon in the kitchen of IAN and ANNIE’s home. ANNIE, IAN, 

and OMAR are sitting at a table. IAN and OMAR are enthusiastically 

reading a book together.]

IAN: Omar, look at this! This guy set a record for smashing concrete 

blocks with his hand! 

OMAR: [Reading] 90 blocks in one minute! [Pointing to another 

page] What did they do?

IAN: They rowed that boat all the way across the Atlantic Ocean. 

OMAR: [Reading] They broke a speed record doing it!

ANNIE: What’s a record?

IAN: That’s when someone does something better 

or longer or faster than ever before.  [To OMAR] 

Look at this picture.

OMAR: That crowd broke a record for the world’s 

largest snowball fight! That sounds like fun. 

[ANNIE stands and exits through the kitchen 

door. IAN and OMAR keep turning pages and 

commenting. Curtain.]

https://www.lexiacore5.com/
https://www.lexialearning.com
https://twitter.com/LexiaLearning
https://www.facebook.com/lexialearning
https://www.instagram.com/lexialearning/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lexia-learning-systems/


Look for the Close Reads in the  
Support for Instruction section of  
the Core5 Resources Hub.

Teacher Guides
The detailed teacher guides can be used to facilitate critical analysis and higher-order thinking through 
text-dependent questions, collaborative activities, and peer discussions. For each passage, the 
accompanying teacher guide includes:

• Text summary
• Lexile® measure
• Key vocabulary
• Focus question
• Reading strategies
•  Discussion and writing prompts
•  Reproducible graphic organizer
• Answer key

Why are Close Reads  
important?
Close Reads were developed to increase 
student exposure to texts that promote critical 
analysis and the development of reading 
comprehension skills. The passages mirror those presented in  
the Lexia® Core5® Reading online program and can be used to reinforce  
and build upon the online learning. Students will extend skills by:

• Building academic vocabulary
• Developing close reading strategies 
• Exploring text features (e.g., graphics, maps, captions, headings)
• Strengthening oral and written language skills
• Answering questions that require increasingly complex thinking

How can Close Reads be used?
For small group sessions 
Close Reads are ideal for small groups of students. Opportunities for collaboration and expressive 
language development often motivate students who struggle to work independently. 

For individual student instruction 
Close Reads can serve as an intervention tool for students who are struggling with a specific comprehension 
skill or text type, or for students who consistently struggle in the comprehension strand of Core5.
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Strange, Squishy … and Smart!

LEXIA® CLOSE READS
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The octopus is unusual: It has  no bones, eight arms, a huge head, and a mouth like a parrot’s beak. It can change colors, squirt poison, and lift four times its own weight. And, scientists are learning, it seems to be smart!
Here are some behaviors that scientists know about:

•  They’ve filmed small octopuses in the ocean carrying two halves of a coconut shell. When the octopus is in danger, it darts inside one half and pulls the other half over itself.
•  Sometimes in the morning, aquarium workers would  find fish missing from a tank. Then they’d see watery trails  on the floor. They realized that octopuses were getting out of their tanks at night.  They were crawling to the fish tanks, eating fish, and returning to their tanks.

•  Curious octopuses are interested in toys dropped into their tanks. Scientists at  the Lorenz Institute note that octopuses become attached to certain toys. They carry  them around like a child with  a stuffed animal.

Octopuses can become attached to toys, like this rubber duck.

INFORMATIONAL, MAGAZINE ARTICLE
LEXIA® CLOSE READS
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•  A giant Pacific octopus was being studied at the Seattle Aquarium. She was given a glass jar with food inside. She figured out how to screw off the top to get to the food all by herself.
•  Octopuses have several ways to open shells to eat the shellfish inside. They smash mussel shells. They pry open some clam shells. They use their saw-like tongues to drill into stronger clam shells. Scientist Jennifer Mather and her team decided  to trick some octopuses.  The creatures were given clam shells that they usually just pried apart. But these shells were wired shut. The octopuses tried different techniques until they were successful.

Why is the octopus so smart? Mather has a theory. She explains that an octopus has no body protection and lives in a dangerous, ever-changing environment. It needs to be  clever to survive.

INFORMATIONAL, MAGAZINE ARTICLE

RESPOND

Write or discuss. Have students work independently or as a group to answer  

the questions below.
 How did aquarium workers know that an octopus had been escaping its tank at 

night to eat fish? (The octopus left a watery trail on the floor that showed its path to 

the fish tank and back.) 
 Explain why the author describes the octopus as “unusual.” (The octopus looks 

different from other animals [no bones, eight arms, a huge head, and a mouth 

like a parrot’s beak]. It can change colors, squirt poison, and lift four times its own 

weight.)
 Illustrate the different ways that octopuses find creative solutions to problems. 

(Student answers will vary but may include hiding in a coconut shell, sneaking out 

of a tank to get fish, unscrewing a jar, or opening shells that are wired shut.)

 In what ways are octopuses similar to young children? (Like octopuses, young 

children are curious about toys and become attached to certain toys. Young 

children are also creative problem solvers and can learn from their mistakes.)

 The last paragraph describes a scientist’s theory about why octopuses are so 

smart. Do you agree with this theory? Why or why not? (Student answers will vary.) 

 Imagine you are an octopus. Write about or discuss a typical day in your life. 

(Student answers will vary.)

1

2

2

2

2
2
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Text Type: Informational, Magazine Article

Lexile® Measure: 780L

Target Skill: Informational Text Structure

Strange, Squishy … and Smart!

SUMMARY

This informational text describes 

the appearance and behavior of 

the octopus.

KEY VOCABULARY

• darts (verb)  To dart is to move suddenly.

• aquarium (noun)  An aquarium is a tank where water plants 

and animals live.

• mussel (noun)  A mussel is a water animal with a long,  

hard shell.

• pry (verb)  To pry is to pull apart forcefully.

• techniques (noun)  A technique is a way of doing a task.FOCUS QUESTION

Why do scientists think that 

octopuses are smart?

PREVIEW

 Identify the text. This text is a magazine article. Explain to students that this article 

is an example of an informational text—writing that gives facts about a subject.

 Point out key vocabulary (in bold). Discuss definitions with students.

 Introduce the focus question. Have students consider the question as they read.

READ

INDEPENDENT READ

Annotate the text. Encourage students to identify key ideas, connections,  

and questions they have as they read.

TEACHER-GUIDED READ

Explore informational text structure. Draw attention to how information is organized 

in the article: the main idea is presented first 1 , followed by details about the 

octopus 2 . Then, work with students to complete the Text Structure Map. Refer 

students to their text annotations to identify key ideas and supporting information. 

(Note: Some details can be combined or left out of the Text Structure Map.)

Answer the focus question. Work together to answer: Why do scientists think that 

octopuses are smart? (Octopuses are believed to be smart because they think of 

creative ways to solve problems, such as escaping danger by hiding in a coconut 

shell, sneaking out of a tank to eat fish, unscrewing a glass jar, and opening shells 

that are wired shut.)
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