
Created for students in Kindergarten and Grade 1, the Supplemental Comprehension 
Lessons focus on listening and reading comprehension of stories, poems, and 
informational texts. These teacher-led lessons are scripted and target specific 
literacy skills that extend online instruction. The activities can be used with the 
whole class, small groups, or individual students to emphasize oral expression, 
writing and peer collaboration.

Lesson Titles Include:
• Compare/Contrast Illustrated Texts 
• Compare/Contrast Stories 
• Reading Poems 

• Types of Texts 
• Locating Information: Text Features 
• Reading Stories: Narrators and Characters

Where can they be found? 
You can find the Supplemental Comprehension 
Lessons at www.myLexia.com. From the R esources  
tab in myLexia, select Core5 Resources Hub i n the 
Core5 section, then click the Support for Instruction 
tab. You can view or print Lessons individually or as 
a grade-level set. 

Why are they important? 
Supplemental Comprehension Lessons allow you  
to extend instruction p resented in Core5 and to 
supplement existing classroom instruction. The 
scripted routines in the Lessons can be used to 
introduce skills and concepts, and can also be  
used to provide instruction in additional literacy 
skills that are not specifically targeted in Core5 
online activities. For example, you can use the 
Lessons to introduce additional literary genres, such 
as poetry, and to target skills such as comparing 
and contrasting ideas across multiple texts.

F O R  E D U C A T O R S

Supplemental Comprehension  
Lessons for Lexia® Core5® Reading
Overview 

  Core5 Resources Hub: Support for Instruction

  Core5 Resources Hub link on myLexia.com

http://www.myLexia.com
https://www.lexialearningresources.com/core5/support_for_instruction.html#
https://twitter.com/LexiaLearning
https://www.facebook.com/lexialearning
https://www.instagram.com/lexialearning/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lexia-learning-systems/
https://www.lexiacore5.com/
https://www.lexialearning.com
https://www.lexialearningresources.com/core5/support_for_instruction.html
http://myLexia.com
https://www.lexiacore5.com/
https://www.lexiacore5.com/


Look for the Supplemental Comprehension  
Lessons in the Support for Instruction section  
of the Core5 Resources Hub.

What do Supplemental Comprehension Lessons look like?
Lessons include:
• Direct instruction scripts
• Guided practice routines
•  Independent application activities  

(with answer keys)
• Adaptations for remediation and extension

Reproducible resource pages may include:
• Passages
• Illustrations
• Graphic organizers
• Practice activities
• Reading response prompts

How can they be used? 
Supplemental Comprehension Lessons can be used 
for instruction with the whole class, small groups, or 
individual students. The Lessons are organized by 
grade level, allowing you to identify content that is 
most appropriate for a class or group of students.  

For whole-class instruction: Supplemental 
Comprehension Lessons are a great resource 
when you are looking for new ideas to teach each 
skill. Since the Lessons are structured in a gradual 
release of responsibility model, they work well as 
introductory, whole-class instruction. You can use 
the scripted part of the lesson to teach the skill to 
the whole class, ensuring students have the related 
materials listed in the Preparation/Materials section. 
Use the Wrap-up section to determine if students 
could benefit from further scaffolding or are ready 
to apply the skill to new material. 

For small-group work: These Lessons provide 
ideas for small-group instruction for students who 
are struggling as well as activity ideas for students 
who are ready to apply skills to new material. 

To differentiate for small groups, use the Adaptations 
section of the Lesson after the skill has been taught. 
The Wrap-up provides a question that you can ask 
to gauge whether the student is “Ready to Move 
On” or may “Need More Support.” For students who 
need additional support and instruction, you may 
consider Lessons from an earlier grade level.

For individual students: These Lessons provide 
ideas for small-group instruction for students who 
are struggling as well as activity ideas for students 
who are ready to apply skills to new material. To 
differentiate for small groups, use the Adaptations 
section of the Lesson after the skill has been taught. 
The Wrap-up provides a question that you can ask 
to gauge whether the student is “Ready to Move 
On” or may “Need More Support.” For students who 
need additional support and instruction, you may 
consider Lessons from an earlier grade level.
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     What is the bir
d doing in the se

cond drawing? (
splashing in the water to take a bath)

     What does the
 author like to do

? (The author likes watching a bird take a bath. The author says 

it’s fun.) 

 Read aloud page 5. Then tell students to read again with you. Ask:

     The author say
s, “A birdbath h

elps birds.” Wha
t are three reaso

ns that the auth
or gives? (A birdbath 

helps birds clean their feathers. It helps them keep cool. It helps them drink water.)

 Read aloud page 6. Then tell students to read again with you. Ask:

     What are the b
irds in the draw

ing doing? (They’re flying over the birdbath. They’re getting ready 

to land on the birdbath.)

 Display the second informational text, “Make Your Own Birdbath.” 

     We’ve just rea
d a text on the to

pic of birdbaths.
 Now we’ll read 

another text on 
the same topic. W

e’ll 

find more inform
ation. 

  Read aloud the title and the author’s and illustrator’s names. After students preview the text 

by looking at the pictures, ask them what they will learn by reading the text. Then read the text 

aloud while students follow along. 

  After reading, ask questions to draw attention to the author’s main points and to get students 

thinking about similarities and differences with the previously read text. Questions to ask:

     The author say
s, “You can mak

e your own birdb
ath to help your

 feathered friend
s.” Why does the

 

author say “feat
hered friends”? 

(to point out that birds are our friends; the author likes birds) 

The author says
 that a birdbath 

can help birds. W
hat reasons does

 the author give?
 (A birdbath helps 

birds stay cool and clean.)

     How do the pic
tures help you? (

The pictures show each step to take in making a bird bath. The 

sentences tell what to do, and the pictures show you.)

     What is anothe
r way to say the 

last sentence? (B
irds will come to visit your birdbath.) How is that 

sentence like the
 ones on the last

 page of “Birds T
ake a Bath”? (“Come here, birds! It’s bath time!” 

is also about getting birds to visit the birdbath.)

     Jonny Rizzo w
rote “Make Your

 Own Birdbath.”
 Esther Simms w

rote “Birds Take
 a Bath.” What d

o 

both authors see
m to think of bir

ds? (They like birds. They think we should help birds. They 

think that birdbaths are good for birds. They welcome birds to birdbaths.)

Guided Practice

Distribute copies of both texts. Help students cut out and staple together the pages of “Birds Take a 

Bath.” Display both texts.

      Now that we’ve read two different texts, we can think about how they are alike and different, 

and what we learned in each. 

  As you prompt students to compare and contrast, reread sentences from both texts. For 

shared information, point to both of the displayed texts. For information found only in one 

text, hold up that text. Have students imitate your action.
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Supplemental Comprehension Lessons
ComprehensionCompare/Contrast Illustrated Texts

Direct Instruction       Today we’ll be reading to learn information. When we want to find out about a true topic, we can read 

more than one book or other text on it. We can ask ourselves questions about what the author tells us 

and think about the answers we find.   Cut out the six pages of the first informational text, “Birds Take a Bath.” Show students one 

page at a time, until all six pages are displayed. For each page, read aloud the text, and then 

reread with students. Ask questions to prompt discussion about the text and the illustration. 

  Read aloud page 1, the title page. Then ask:     What is the title? (Make Your Own Birdbath)     What did Esther Simms do? (She wrote the words and drew the pictures. She was the author and 

the illustrator.)
     What does the drawing show? Have students briefly tell what they know about birdbaths.
     What do you think the book will tell about? Encourage varied predictions.

 Read aloud page 2. Then ask:
     Read the first sentence with me. Read aloud together. Which part of the drawing matches that 

sentence? (the birdbath)
     Read the second sentence with me. Read aloud together. What do you see that matches that 

sentence? (the bird; the robin)
     Read the third sentence with me. Read aloud together. What is an answer to that question? (The 

bird will take a bath. The bird will fly up to the birdbath.) Read aloud pages 3–4. Then tell students to read again with you. Ask:
     Which words tell what the bird is doing in the first drawing? (It takes a sip.) 

Description
Supplemental Lexia Lessons can be used for whole class, small group or individualized 

instruction to extend learning and enhance student skill development. This lesson is designed 

to help students recognize that the words and pictures go together in an illustrated text, and 

that both provide facts, reasons, and other details supporting the author’s main points. The 

lesson presents two texts on the same informational topic, and students look for similarities and 

differences in them. 

TEACHER TIPS
Students are introduced to each text in this lesson by listening to it as you read it aloud. Preview 

the texts to determine if your students are likely to be able to read them to you instead, with 

some support. 

PREPARATION/MATERIALS•  Copies of the two informational texts “Birds Take a Bath” and “Make Your Own Birdbath” (for 

display and for each student)
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