
What are Lexia Lessons?
Lexia Lessons are explicit lesson plans to guide teachers in 
providing face-to-face, targeted intervention to individual 
students, small groups, or the whole class. Each Lexia Lesson 
includes:

•   A description of the skill and 
its importance to language 
and literacy development 

•   Suggestions for preparation 
and recommended materials 
(included with the lesson or 
available in most classrooms) 

•   Educator guide to provide 
context and model skills 

•   Activity suggestions to 
practice skills 

•    Adaptations for additional 
support or extension 

•   Student pages, such as anchor 
charts, picture cards, word 
lists, and graphic organizers 

Lexia Lessons are available across all PowerUp Levels and are automatically 
recommended for struggling students, based on performance in the 
online program.

Why are Lexia Lessons important?
PowerUp provides teachers with actionable data, and Lexia Lessons 
are an important part of that action plan. The embedded practice and 
instruction in the online program may be sufficient for some students, 
but many students may require additional targeted, face-to-face 
instruction to be successful.

Lexia Lessons include suggestions for activities that reinforce and 
extend online learning, as well as opportunities for oral expression, 
collaboration, and writing. While the time to deliver each Lexia Lesson 
varies, most practice activities can be done in less than twenty minutes. 

How can Lexia Lessons be used?
Different teachers will most likely have different levels of familiarity with 
each skill area. Some teachers may want to closely follow the provided 
lesson routine while others may feel comfortable using the lesson plan 
as a guide for instruction. The entire Lexia Lesson does not need to be 
printed. Save paper by viewing Lexia Lessons online, printing only the 
reproducible pages for students.
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 Lexia Lessons®      Word Study
Morphology: Suffixes

• Have students work with a partner to discriminate between words with consonant suffixes and 
those with vowel suffixes. Provide students with a word list or game board, as well as a coin. 
Students should take turns tossing the coin. If it shows heads, they should read and cross off 
a word with a vowel suffix, and if it shows tails, they should read and cross off a word with a 
consonant suffix.

• Play Suffix Concentration: Arrange index cards that contain words with suffixes face down in 
an array. Have students take turns flipping over two cards and reading them. Students keep 
both cards if the words have the same suffix. The student with the most cards at the end of the 
game is the winner.

 ADAPT
SUPPORT

• Say a word that contains a learned suffix 
(e.g., crunching), and use the word within 
the context of a sentence for students. 
Then, have students tell you the suffix 
contained within the target word. 

• Focus on one suffix at a time. Write words 
with the target suffix on index cards, and 
have students cut the cards to show how 
the suffix can be isolated from the base 
word. Then, have students trade cards 
with a partner to join pieces and read 
each word.

EXTEND

• Distribute a list of base words and a list 
of learned suffixes. Display and read 
aloud a sentence such as The jet ________ 
on the ground yesterday. Have students 
choose the base word and suffix that best 
complete the sentence.

• Provide student pairs with a list of base 
words that end in a variety of consonants 
or consonant groups (e.g., kid, patch, sock, 
list, glass, fox, chin, branch, frog, kiss, wish, 
hand). Have students work together to 
add the suffix -s or -es to each word and 
write it in a labeled column.

• Have students create addition and 
subtraction equations using words with 
suffixes (e.g., pond + s = ponds, classes - es 
= class). Have students fold their papers 
to cover the answers and trade with a 
classmate to solve.

 CONNECT
•  Select words with learned suffixes from content area texts. Have students work with a partner 

to read each word and identify the base word and suffix.

•  Distribute a paragraph to students that summarizes a content area concept. Be sure the 
summary includes a selection of words that have learned suffixes. Have students read the 
paragraph and circle the words with suffixes. Then, have students work with a partner to use 
each word in a content-related sentence.
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 Lexia Lessons®       Word Study
Morphology: Suffixes

ANCHOR CHART

A suffix is a letter or group of letters added to the 
end of a base word to change its meaning or form.

trick + -s = tricks
   The pup can do a trick. 

The skilled dog can do many tricks.

bench + -es = benches
   I sat on the picnic bench. 

Ten picnic benches sat by the pond.

dash + -ing = dashing
   I have to dash to get lunch. 

I will be dashing to lunch at 12:30.

lift + -ed = lifted
   I could not lift the box. 

I lifted the box yesterday.

Suffixes
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 INSTRUCT
Display or distribute the Word Splash of words ending in -s, -es, -ed, or -ing. Ask students to 
describe what they see in each piece of the visual. (Prompt students as necessary: What do you 
see in the measuring cup? What do you see in the jar? How have they been combined in the 
mixing bowl? Point out illustrative examples as necessary: branch/branches, chipmunk/chipmunks, 
fund/funded.)

Define “suffix”: A suffix is a letter or group of letters added to the end of a base word to change 
its meaning or form.

In addition, clarify for students that they are going to be reading and writing words with 
consonant suffixes such as -s and vowel suffixes such as -es, -ed, and -ing.

Refer students to the Anchor Chart. Distribute copies for students to keep, or have students 
record the information in a notebook.

Reinforce students’ understanding of suffixes by modeling the following steps:

1. In a word such as tricks, circle the suffix and underline the base word.

   trick s

2. Highlight the difference in meaning between each form of the word by presenting  
illustrative sentences:

   The pup can do a trick.

   The skilled dog can do many tricks.

Note: Point out to students that both -s and -es can mean “more than one” when added to a 
base word. Discuss with students the differences between base words that take the consonant 
suffix -s and base words that take the vowel suffix -es: base words that end in -ch, -sh, -ss, -x, or -z 
take the vowel suffix -es.

 PRACTICE
• Distribute a list of words with the suffixes -s, -es, -ed, and -ing. Have students circle the suffix 

and underline the base word. Then, have students work with a partner to create oral (or 
written) sentences that highlight the difference between the base word and the word with  
the suffix. 

• Distribute index cards that contain words with learned suffixes. Have students take turns with  
a partner to draw a card, identify the base word and the suffix, and then sort the cards into 
piles based on consonant and vowel suffixes.

 PREPARE
CONCEPT  A suffix is a letter or group of letters 
added to the end of a base word to change 
its meaning or form (e.g., -s, -es, -ed, -ing). The 
ability to recognize suffixes helps students 
understand the structure and meaning of words, 
allows students to develop word identification 
strategies for multisyllabic words, and serves as a 
foundation for understanding the most common 
spelling rules.

VOCABULARY  base word, consonant, suffix, vowel

MATERIALS  Lesson reproducibles, generic 
game board, index cards, coins, word lists 
(included)
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