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What are Lexia Skill Builders?
Lexia Skill Builders are practice materials available in a paper-based or digital format. After completing 
a level or activity in the PowerUp Literacy online program, students are encouraged to work on a 
corresponding set of Lexia Skill Builders.

Why are Lexia Skill Builders  
important?
Lexia Skill Builders are designed to give students the 
opportunity to reinforce learning and engage with 
the material in ways that are not possible online, such 
as writing, oral expression, and peer collaboration. 
Many questions and tasks are open-ended, requiring 
students to generate a written response that reinforces 
and extends the online learning. At the same time, 
students are developing writing skills, such as 
constructing sentences, using precise language, and 
supporting analysis with evidence from the text. 
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ComprehensionLevel 8: Compare and Contrast

Name: 

 Lexia Skill Builders®

SKILL FOCUS

A.  Read the terms in the box. Then, write each term next to its definition. You can review the Vocabulary Cards,  

if needed. 

 compare             contrast             compare and contrast             transition word 1. 

   words that connect ideas in a text
 2. 

   to tell how things are alike
 3. 

   to find ways in which things are alike and different

 4. 

   to tell how things are different

B.  Read each sentence. Draw a line to match it with the correct term. Hint: The underlined words give clues.
1. The author lists similarities between two animals.2. A text tells how two places are alike and different.3. An author explains differences between a book and a movie.4. Words such as although and however are used to connect ideas. 

contrast

transition words

compare and contrast

compare
C.  Read the terms in the box. Then, use these terms to complete the sentences. 
 Set 1

 like                 both                    similar                      in the same way
 
 1. Surfing is s    l   to skateboarding in many ways. 
 2. B    are sports that can be done for competition or just for fun.
 3. L    surfing, skateboarding involves standing on a moving board.
 4. A skateboarder needs to have good balance in    same   that a surfer does.

COMPARE
(alike)

m r

continued on next page
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     Grammar
Level 3

Name: 

 Lexia Skill Builders®

C.  A simple subject is the one word that tells who or what the sentence is about. Underline the simple subject of each sentence. Then, write the correct form of the verb

1. The antlers  atop the elk’s head. (sits, sit, sitting)

2. The elderly women  young children on Fridays. (tutors, tutor, tutoring)

3. Did the wolf  onto your back porch? (climbing, climbs, climb)

4. Her last baby tooth  quite wiggly. (seems, seeming, seem)

5. The library shelves  many old books. (contains, contain, containing)

6. The pumpkin loaf  for forty minutes. (baking, bake, bakes)

7. Could a mouse  an entire wedge of cheese? (eats, eating, eat)

8. Leaves  to the ground each autumn. (tumbling, tumbles, tumble)

9. The benches  the walls of the room. (line, lines, lining)

10. Focused students  on their laptops. (typing, types, type)

Decide if each subject and verb match in number. Circle yes or no. If they do not match in number, write a new sentence with the correct form of the verb.   

11. Whispers travels. Yes / No Whispers travel.
12. The sprinters pant. Yes / No

13. Oxen munches. Yes / No

14. Babies crawl. Yes / No

15. Scarves billow. Yes / No

16. A witch brews. Yes / No

17. Children chat. Yes / No

18. The elves hides. Yes / No

19. A man ponder. Yes / No

20. The crackers spill. Yes / No

★  On the back, add prepositional phrases that answer where to sentences 11 to 15.

sit
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     Word Study
Level 13
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F.  Combine the word parts to make a real word. Remember that the prefixes sub-, con-, in-, and ob- 

sometimes change their spelling to match the first letter of the root.

sub-

port support

con-

ment

ply

rode

fer

lect

pose

mit

fix

rect

G. Use the words above in the sentences below. 

 

1. Do you like to 
 items like comic books or trading cards?

2. Please 
 me if I pronounce your name in the wrong way.

3. A 
 is a word part, just like a prefix or a root.

4. Do we have a big enough 
 of snacks for the party?

5. Thank you for your thoughtful 
 in the group chat.

in-

mune

ob-

pose

mortal
press

legal

fer

lustrate
fice

mense
cur

6. Please 
 your uncle a cupcake as well! 

7. It is 
 to steal from a store.

8. Is your 
 on the first floor or the third floor?

9. The Great Wall of China is an 
 structure; it is over 5,000 miles long.

10. Do you know when the next lunar eclipse will 
? 

★ Choose three words that you did not use. On the back, draw a picture to illustrate each one.
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Fluency Passages
Many Lexia Skill Builders now include leveled 
fluency passages for oral reading practice or 
formative assessment.

How can Lexia Skill Builders be used?
Students are encouraged to work on Lexia Skill Builders after they have successfully completed an online 
level or activity. In addition to enhanced fluency practice, starred extension activities are an opportunity for 
students to participate in discussions or tasks that support speaking and listening skills.

Lexia Skill Builders can be printed or completed digitally. Responses to many questions may also be 
written in a notebook or typed separately.
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