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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

OVERVIEWCONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS: 
SCIENCE & SOCIAL STUDIES-HISTORY

1

Lexia® PowerUp Literacy® is a program that provides a personalized literacy learning experience for struggling and non-proficient readers in grades 
6 and above. The goal of PowerUp is to address skill gaps or holes in student knowledge and then to accelerate remediation. PowerUp is designed 
to be used as a blended learning model that includes both online and offline materials which allow teachers to accelerate student learning.

Examples of offline materials include the PowerUp Anchor Charts, Comprehension Passage Pack, and Writing Prompts. These offline materials can 
be shared with teachers of Science and Social Studies-History to reinforce the skills and strategies students are working on in PowerUp.

This document provides suggestions for how these PowerUp resources may be used to support content-area connections. It does not indicate 
alignment to any specific content area standards.

PowerUp Resource Overview:  
Comprehension Passages, Writing Prompts, & Anchor Charts

Anchor Charts 
Anchor Charts are a tool used to support instruction and promote academic success. They provide the teacher with a chance to tap into the precise 
instructional language, skill, and vocabulary students learned in the online program. 
Designed for on-the-spot instruction, Anchor Charts are visual, succinct, and  
engaging. They are included in every Lexia Lesson. 

Comprehension Passages 
The printable Comprehension Passages allow offline access to the PowerUp online 
passages, enabling students to interact with and annotate the text. 

Writing Prompts 
The Writing Prompt Pack offers focused writing practice across genres. The prompts 
address engaging, grade-appropriate themes and Topic from the comprehension strand of 
PowerUp. The prompts include student-friendly checklists to help students understand and 
improve their writing and teacher-facing rubrics for evaluating student writing performance.

 The  Anchor Charts, Comprehension Passages, and Writing Prompts 
are located on the PowerUp Resource Hub, which can be accessed through the Resources tab at www.myLexia.com.

Reproducible page 1

 Lexia Lessons® Comprehension
Informational Text  & Summary 2

ANCHOR CHART

Informational Text 
Structure & Features

Text features are elements in informational text such as headings and captions.

Whoever thought up movie previews really had the right idea! Who 
would want to spend money on a movie if they didn’t know who 
the actors were or what the plot was? reviews give you just enough 
information to know what the movie is about and hopefully get you 
interested enough to actually watch the movie.  

But what do movie previews have to do with Informational Text 
Structure and Features? Well, when you identify the text features of an 
informational text, you’re actually previewing the text — a lot like you 
would preview a movie. Identifying text features helps you figure out 
the most important parts of the text while special features like italics 
and captions draw your attention to key words or additional facts. 

Identifying text features  
and thinking about  

informational text structure  
can help you better understand  

an informational text.

INSECTS 
Key Terms: continent, decay, sap

Stick Insect or Twig? 
Stick insects fool their enemies because  
they look like twigs, Not only do they  
look like twigs and stems, but they can  
shed and regrow legs.

Katydids or Leaves? 
Katydids can hide in plain sight because 
they look like leaves. Because they are the 
same size and color as a leaf, they are able 
to easily hide from birds and bats. 

Stick insects live on almost  
every continent.

Dead Leaf Butterfly  
or Decaying Leaf?
The dead leaf butterfly looks like a dead or 
decaying leaf. Found in tropical rain forests, 
these butterflies eat fruit and tree sap. They 
only fly if they are threatened.

subheading: 
words that label 

shorter parts of  
the text

heading: 
words at the top of  
the text that give the  

subject or topic

italics: 
letters in  

slanted type

caption: 
words about 
a picture
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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

SCIENCE CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP ANCHOR CHARTS

             Text Structure refers to how writers organize their ideas within a written text. Learning to recognize text structures 
can help students identify and understand the key ideas and details of an informational text.

In science, students are likely to work with textbooks, as well as science journals and magazines. These 
informational texts are often organized using common text structures to convey meaning for a particular purpose. 

Review the following Anchor Charts with students before beginning a new text to help aid students in 
understanding the unique and sometimes challenging nature of informational science texts.
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 Lexia Lessons® Comprehension
Informational Text  & Summary 3

ANCHOR CHART

Informational Text 
Structure & Features

Text features are elements in informational text such as headings and captions.

Whoever thought up movie previews really had the right idea! Who 
would want to spend money on a movie if they didn’t know who 
the actors were or what the plot was? reviews give you just enough 
information to know what the movie is about and hopefully get you 
interested enough to actually watch the movie.  

But what do movie previews have to do with Informational Text 
Structure and Features? Well, when you identify the text features of an 
informational text, you’re actually previewing the text — a lot like you 
would preview a movie. Identifying text features helps you figure out 
the most important parts of the text while special features like italics 
and captions draw your attention to keywords or additional facts. 

INSECTS
Keywords: continent, decay, sap

INSECTS WHO BLEND IN
Stick Insect or Twig? 

Katydids or Leaves? 
 

Dead Leaf Butterfly or Decaying Leaf?

INSECTS WHO ARE 
DANGEROUS

Maricopa Harvester Ant

Brown Tail Moth

Asian Giant Hornet

DID YOU KNOW?

•  

• 

• 

Heading

Level 1
subheading

Level 2
subheading

Can you find these other  
text features?

✔ feature box

✔ bulleted list

✔ italics

✔ caption

✔ diagram 
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 Lexia Lessons® Comprehension
Cause & Effect 2

ANCHOR CHART

A cause is the reason why 
an event happens.

An effect  is the result 
of what happens.

If you’ve made it this far in life, you already know all about 
cause and effect. Think back to when you were younger… 
Maybe you were that kid who wondered what would happen  
if you put a pea up your nose: cause = pea stuck in nose;  
effect = pain and a visit to the doctor’s office. 

Authors organize their writing using cause-effect relationships 
all the time. Be on the lookout for transition words, such as 
because, therefore, so, and as a result, which can help you 
determine what caused something to happen. Being able 
to identify a cause-effect relationship can help you to better 
understand what you're reading. 

Cause & Effect

Ef fect 

Cause

Use transition words 
to signal a cause-effect 

relationship.

CAUSE 
(reason)

Why does the  
event happen?

There was a puddle, 
so he fell.

Effect 
(result)

What happens 
because of the 

event?

so, therefore,  
consequently,  
as a result

because
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 Lexia Lessons® Comprehension
Compare & Contrast 3

ANCHOR CHART

Compare & Contrast

What would you say if someone told you that there is an 
amazing way to boost your grade? Wait, what?! How?

Research shows that when students find similarities and 
differences—that’s comparing and contrasting—they 
understand more, learn more, and remember more! 
Comparing and contrasting helps you …

•  focus on what’s important when you read

•  remember key ideas and details after you read

•  think about what you read in different ways

•  discuss and write about what you have read

used to communicate

dials and rings

only used  
at home

used 
anywhere

corded cord

location

wireless

Compare means to tell how 
two things are alike.

Contrast means to tell how  
two things are different.

Transition words  
are words that connect  

ideas in a text.

Compare  
(alike)

like 
both 

similar

just as 
similarly 

in the same way

Contrast  
(different)

unlike 
but 

though

different 
however 

on the other hand

Reproducible page 1

 Lexia Lessons® Comprehension
Informational Text  & Summary 1

ANCHOR CHART

Informational Text
Informational text is writing that gives facts about a subject.

Maps are useful. They can help you plan a vacation, 
learn your way around a new city, and even remember 
how to get from Point A to Point B. 

But what do maps have to do with reading? See that 
graphic organizer up there? That’s a map of a chapter 
in your science book, a paragraph in tonight’s history 
homework, or a book on wilderness survival. Knowing 
that what you read has a predictable structure (a map!) 
can help you plan your science project, learn how 
World War II started, or remember how to survive 
alone in the woods with nothing but a fork.

Part A Reproducible page 2

 Lexia Lessons® Comprehension
Informational Text: Part A
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ANCHOR CHART

Informational Text
Informational text is writing that gives facts about a subject.

Maps are useful. They can help you plan a vacation, 
learn your way around a new city, and even remember 
how to get from Point A to Point B. 

But what do maps have to do with reading? See that 
graphic organizer up there? That’s a map of a chapter 
in your science book, a paragraph in tonight’s history 
homework, or a book on wilderness survival. Knowing 
that what you read has a predictable structure (a map!) 
can help you plan your science project, learn how 
World War II started, or remember how to survive 
alone in the woods with nothing but a fork.

Part A: Reproducible page 2

Lexia Lessons
for ALP

  Reading Comprehension and Text Analysis
Informational Text: Part A
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ANCHOR CHART

Informational Text
Informational text is writing that gives facts about a subject.

SUPPORTING IDEA SUPPORTING IDEA SUPPORTING IDEA

MAIN IDEA
(the subject and what the text says about the subject)

SUBJECT
(what the text is mostly about)

(facts, reasons, and other details that explain a main idea)

(pieces of information that describe or support)

Maps are useful. They can help you plan a vacation, 
learn your way around a new city, and even remember 
how to get from Point A to Point B. 

But what do maps have to do with reading? See that 
graphic organizer up there? That’s a map of a chapter 
in your science book, a paragraph in tonight’s history 
homework, or a book on wilderness survival. Knowing 
that what you read has a predictable structure (a map!) 
can help you plan your science project, learn how 
World War II started, or remember how to survive 
alone in the woods with nothing but a fork.
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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

             Roots, prefixes, and suffixes are called morphemes, which are meaning-carrying units, or forms, of language. Learning 
to identify and use morphemes can help students to better understand where to divide long words and in determining 
the meaning of new words. 

In science, students are likely to encounter long, challenging, and often unfamiliar vocabulary. However, many of these 
words are made up of Latin- and Greek-derived morphemes. 

Review the following Anchor Charts with students before beginning a text with new vocabulary to help students 
identify and think about the morphological structure of words and how words are joined together. Explicit instruction in 
morphology is an essential component of academic language and provides students with a strategy to more richly and 
successfully comprehend science-specific vocabulary. 

Reproducible page 1

 Lexia Lessons® Word Study
LEVEL 13 | MORPHOLOGY

Latin Roots 1 (ject, port, struct, rupt)

ANCHOR CHART

Latin Roots
Latin roots are meaningful word parts that are 

found in words of Latin origin.

AT A GLANCE
Examples of words with Latin roots: 

ject port struct rupt

reject export instruct erupt

project import construct rupture

interject reporter obstruction interruption

 
ject

 
port

 
struct

 
rupt

 
throw

 
carry

 
build

 
break

eject portable construct disrupt

football ejected

transport unstuck

eruption instructor

Now I can tell which 
words come from 
Latin!

Reproducible page 1

 Lexia Lessons® Word Study
LEVEL 13 | MORPHOLOGY

Prefixes 2 (de, re, trans, con, pro, un, non)

ANCHOR CHART

 Prefixes
A prefix is a letter or a group of letters added to the  

beginning of a root or base word to change its meaning. 

Now I know which 
words have prefixes!

de-
down or away 
from

descend 
deduct

pro-
forward

proclaim 
protrude

re-
back or again

recede 
reconstruct

un-
undo or not

unfasten 
uncertain

trans-
across

transcend 
transplant

non-
not or 
negative

nonskid 
nondescript

con-
together or 
with

conduct 
congregate

project

hospital

replace contract

notebook

nonstick

Reproducible page 1

 Lexia Lessons® Word Study
LEVEL 13 | MORPHOLOGY

Advanced Suffixes

ANCHOR CHART

 Advanced Suffixes

Now I know which words 
have advanced suffixes!

together

senator

understand relevance

motorist

evidence

AT A GLANCE
Examples of words with advanced suffixes: 

-ant abundant tolerant expectant

-ent confident different sufficient

-ance allowance clearance tolerance

-ence silence indulgence persistence
-ar circular burglar solar
-or generator conductor survivor
-ist loyalist protagonist colonist

An advanced suffix is a group of letters added to a complex 
word to change its meaning or function. 

-ent 
persistent

-ence 
difference

-or 
supervisor

-ant 
observant

-ance 
guidance

-ar 
rectangular

-ist 
adventurist

Reproducible page 1

 Lexia Lessons® Word Study
LEVEL 14 | MORPHOLOGY

Greek Combining Forms 1 (bio, techn[o], psych, geo)

ANCHOR CHART

 Greek Combining Forms
Greek combining forms are meaningful word parts 

that are found in words of Greek origin.

Now I know how 
to tell which words 
come from Greek!

 
geo

 
bio

 
pysch

 
techn(o)

 
earth

 
life

 
mind

 
skill, craft

AT A GLANCE
Examples of words with Greek combining forms: 

geo bio psych techn(o)

geography biology psychologist technical

geologist biography psychic technologist

geometry biophysics psychodrama technique

geography biologist psychology technology

prediction biographer

geometric inspector

SCIENCE CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP ANCHOR CHARTS CONTINUED
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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

Refer to the table below for suggested connections between the comprehension passages and core science ideas.

Comprehension Passages Science Connections

Title Genre Lexile® 

Measure Disciplinary Core Idea Topic

The Trans-Alaska Pipeline Informational 370L

Physical Science Energy

Earth and Space Science Human Impacts

Sliding Ice Informational 500L Earth and Space Science Earth’s Systems

Speeding
Glacier Informational 430L Earth and Space Science Earth’s Systems

Swimming Upstream Informational 540L Life Science

Biological Evolution: Unity and Diversity

Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems

Growth, Development, and Reproduction  
of Organisms

SCIENCE CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP COMPREHENSION PASSAGES
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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

SCIENCE CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP COMPREHENSION PASSAGES CONTINUED

Refer to the table below for suggested connections between the comprehension passages and core science ideas.

Comprehension Passages Science Connections

Title Genre Lexile® 

Measure Disciplinary Core Idea Topic

Where the Buffalo Roam Informational 580L Earth and Space Science Human Impacts

The Mighty Mississippi Informational 580L Earth and Space Science
Human Impacts

Earth’s Systems

Below the  
Arctic Tundra Informational 540L

Earth and Space Science Human Impacts

Environmental Ecosystem

Building with Plastic Bottles Informational 520L Earth and Space Science Human Impacts

Rabbits Informational 550L Life Science Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystem

Bird-of-  
Paradise Informational 500L Life Science

Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystem

Biological Evolution: Unity and Diversity
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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

SCIENCE CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP COMPREHENSION PASSAGES CONTINUED

Refer to the table below for suggested connections between the comprehension passages and core science ideas.

Comprehension Passages Science Connections

Title Genre Lexile® 

Measure Disciplinary Core Idea Topic

Kangaroos Informational 400L Life Science
Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems

Biological Evolution: Unity and Diversity

Eight-Eyed Hunter Informational 730L Life Science

Growth, Development, and Reproduction of Organisms

Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems

Biological Evolution: Unity and Diversity

They’re Alive Informational 720L Life Science Growth, Development, and Reproduction of Organisms

Mastodons and  
Mammoths Informational 720L Life Science Biological Evolution: Unity and Diversity

Disease at Sea Informational 760L Human Anatomy and Physiology

Processes and Mechanisms of the Human Body

Interdependency of Body Systems
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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

SCIENCE CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP COMPREHENSION PASSAGES CONTINUED

Refer to the table below for suggested connections between the comprehension passages and core science ideas.

Comprehension Passages Science Connections

Title Genre Lexile® 

Measure Disciplinary Core Idea Topic

Lights Out! Informational 740L Earth and Space Science Human Impacts

What Was the Space Shuttle? Informational 810L Earth and Space Science
Space Systems: Patterns and Functions

Earth’s Systems: Space Systems: Stars and the Solar 
System

Biologists  
Discover  

Skydiving Spiders
Informational 950L Life Science

Biological Evolution: Unity and Diversity

Interdependent Relationships in Ecosystems

The Man Who Couldn’t Re-
member Informational 860L Human Anatomy and Physiology

Processes and Mechanisms of the Human Body

Interdependency of Body Systems

Day of Terror Informational 770L Earth and Space Science

Earth’s Systems

Human Impacts
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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

Refer to the table below for suggested connections between the Writing Prompt Pack and core science ideas.

Writing Prompts Science Connections

Title Genre Lexile® 

Measure Disciplinary Core Idea Topic

Hike Procedural N/A
Earth and Space Science

Earth’s Systems

Human Impacts

Environmental Content Ecosystems

Dust of Snow Literary N/A Earth and Space Science

Earth’s Systems

Human Impacts

Earth and Human Activity

Late Start Argumentative N/A Human Anatomy and Physiology

Processes and Mechanisms of the  
Human Body

Interdependency of Body Systems

Summer Informational N/A Earth and Space Science Earth’s Place in the Universe

Space Argumentative N/A Earth and Space Science Earth’s Place in the Universe

SCIENCE CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP WRITING PROMPTS
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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

         Text Structure refers to how writers organize their ideas within a written text. Learning to recognize text 
structures can help students identify and understand the key ideas and details of an informational text.

In social studies-history, students are likely to work with textbooks, as well as primary sources and 
articles. These informational texts are often organized using common text structures to convey 
meaning for a particular purpose. 

Review the following Anchor Charts with students before beginning a new text to help aid students in 
understanding the unique and sometimes challenging nature of informational social studies-history texts.  

   

Reproducible page 1

 Lexia Lessons® Comprehension
Informational Text  & Summary 2

ANCHOR CHART

Informational Text 
Structure & Features

Text features are elements in informational text such as headings and captions.

Whoever thought up movie previews really had the right idea! Who 
would want to spend money on a movie if they didn’t know who 
the actors were or what the plot was? reviews give you just enough 
information to know what the movie is about and hopefully get you 
interested enough to actually watch the movie.  

But what do movie previews have to do with Informational Text 
Structure and Features? Well, when you identify the text features of an 
informational text, you’re actually previewing the text — a lot like you 
would preview a movie. Identifying text features helps you figure out 
the most important parts of the text while special features like italics 
and captions draw your attention to key words or additional facts. 

Identifying text features  
and thinking about  

informational text structure  
can help you better understand  

an informational text.

INSECTS 
Key Terms: continent, decay, sap

Stick Insect or Twig? 
Stick insects fool their enemies because  
they look like twigs, Not only do they  
look like twigs and stems, but they can  
shed and regrow legs.

Katydids or Leaves? 
Katydids can hide in plain sight because 
they look like leaves. Because they are the 
same size and color as a leaf, they are able 
to easily hide from birds and bats. 

Stick insects live on almost  
every continent.

Dead Leaf Butterfly  
or Decaying Leaf?
The dead leaf butterfly looks like a dead or 
decaying leaf. Found in tropical rain forests, 
these butterflies eat fruit and tree sap. They 
only fly if they are threatened.

subheading: 
words that label 

shorter parts of  
the text

heading: 
words at the top of  
the text that give the  

subject or topic

italics: 
letters in  

slanted type

caption: 
words about 
a picture

Reproducible page 1

 Lexia Lessons® Comprehension
Compare & Contrast 3

ANCHOR CHART

Compare & Contrast

What would you say if someone told you that there is an 
amazing way to boost your grade? Wait, what?! How?

Research shows that when students find similarities and 
differences—that’s comparing and contrasting—they 
understand more, learn more, and remember more! 
Comparing and contrasting helps you …

•  focus on what’s important when you read

•  remember key ideas and details after you read

•  think about what you read in different ways

•  discuss and write about what you have read

used to communicate

dials and rings

only used  
at home

used 
anywhere

corded cord

location

wireless

Compare means to tell how 
two things are alike.

Contrast means to tell how  
two things are different.

Transition words  
are words that connect  

ideas in a text.

Compare  
(alike)

like 
both 

similar

just as 
similarly 

in the same way

Contrast  
(different)

unlike 
but 

though

different 
however 

on the other hand

Reproducible page 1

 Lexia Lessons®      Comprehension
Biography 1

ANCHOR CHART

Biography & Autobiography

So, let's say you're the type of person who likes facts and 
information. A biography is just the book for you! 

Or say you're the type of person who prefers tales of action 
and adventure. A biography is just the book for you, too! 

Maybe you’re the type of person who loves fame, fashion, 
and fortune. You guessed it, biographies are for you, too!

There are just about as many different biographies as there 
are people in the world. Read one and find out who made a 
difference by being different.

A biography is a true story of a person’s life written by 
another person.

An autobiography is a true story that a person 
writes about his or her own life.

A timeline is a list of events along a line that shows 
when the events happen.

Elements of   

Biography and  

Autobiography

PERSON

LEGACYLIFE

major events and dates in the 
subject's life

the impact the subject has  
made on others

personal qualities that describe  
the subject

Reproducible page 1

 Lexia Lessons® Comprehension
Cause & Effect 2

ANCHOR CHART

A cause is the reason why 
an event happens.

An effect  is the result 
of what happens.

If you’ve made it this far in life, you already know all about 
cause and effect. Think back to when you were younger… 
Maybe you were that kid who wondered what would happen  
if you put a pea up your nose: cause = pea stuck in nose;  
effect = pain and a visit to the doctor’s office. 

Authors organize their writing using cause-effect relationships 
all the time. Be on the lookout for transition words, such as 
because, therefore, so, and as a result, which can help you 
determine what caused something to happen. Being able 
to identify a cause-effect relationship can help you to better 
understand what you're reading. 

Cause & Effect

Ef fect 

Cause

Use transition words 
to signal a cause-effect 

relationship.

CAUSE 
(reason)

Why does the  
event happen?

There was a puddle, 
so he fell.

Effect 
(result)

What happens 
because of the 

event?

so, therefore,  
consequently,  
as a result

because

Reproducible page 1

 Lexia Lessons® Comprehension
Persuasive Techniques 2

ANCHOR CHART

Persuasive techniques are methods used to get  
people to think or act in a certain way.

On television and on the side of a bus. In the mall and in the 
newspaper. At school and at home. You can run, but you can’t 
hide. Persuasive techniques are everywhere. You may know 
right away if someone is trying to convince you to think or act a 
certain way. Like when you’re watching a commercial on TV or 
listening to a campaign speech. But sometimes, it’s harder to 
tell. Like when that magazine article you’re reading turns out to 
be an ad that just looks like an article.

Knowing the techniques that an author or a speaker (or an 
advertiser!) might use to persuade you makes you a more savvy 
reader, listener, and consumer. After all, you can’t be conned if 
you know how to play the game.

Inclusive language is words 
that make an audience feel 
involved and included.

Persuasive Techniques

Repetition is repeated use 
of words or ideas to make  
a point.

A rhetorical question is a 
question asked that does not 
need to be answered.

A call to action is an 
instruction given to the 
audience to do something.

Reproducible page 1

 Lexia Lessons® Comprehension
Argument 2

ANCHOR CHART

Argumentative text is writing that supports a claim  
with reasons and evidence.

Transition Words for Argument
To introduce reasons:

• The first reason
• First of all
• Secondly
• Finally
• One reason
• In addition

To introduce evidence:

• In fact
• According to
• For example
• For instance
• Studies show
• Research shows

If your idea of an argument involves angry insults, imagine 
this instead: a calm, logical, well-informed talk about what 
you think. Imagine asking your teacher for more time to 
finish a project. Sure, you could always break down and cry 
and hope your teacher takes pity on you. But most teachers 
won’t buy that act—and it’s humiliating. A well-constructed 
argument is a much better game plan.

First, state your position. Next, back it up with reasons and 
evidence. (Do NOT get emotional!) Then, try to predict what 
someone who disagrees with you might say, and explain why 
they’re wrong. Finally, restate your point of view. Now, that’s 
a solid argument.

Argument

ARGUMENTATIVE TEXT INCLUDES

a claim (the main point of an 
author’s argument)

reasons (why the author makes 
the claim)

evidence (examples, facts, and 
expert quotes that support 
the reasons)

a counterclaim (a point that 
disagrees with the author’s 
main point)

ARGUMENTATIVE TEXT
CLAIM: 

REASON: REASON:  REASON: 

EVIDENCE: EVIDENCE: EVIDENCE: 

COUNTERCLAIM: 

SOCIAL STUDIES–HISTORY CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP ANCHOR CHARTS
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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

SOCIAL STUDIES–HISTORY CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP ANCHOR CHARTS CONTINUED

           Roots, prefixes, and suffixes are called morphemes, which are meaning-carrying units, or forms, of 
language. Learning to identify and use morphemes can help students to better understand where to 
divide long words and in determining the meaning of new words. 

In social studies-history, students are likely to encounter long, challenging, and often unfamiliar 
vocabulary. However, many of these words are made up of Latin- and Greek-derived morphemes. 

Review the following Anchor Charts with students before beginning a text with new vocabulary to help 
students identify and think about the morphological structure of words and how words are joined together. 
Explicit instruction in morphology is an essential component of academic language and provides students 
with a strategy to more richly and successfully comprehend social studies history vocabulary.

Reproducible page 1

 Lexia Lessons® Word Study
LEVEL 13 | MORPHOLOGY

Latin Roots 2

ANCHOR CHART

AT A GLANCE
Examples of words with Latin roots: 

dict scrib/pt pel spect

dictate transcribe repel aspect

predictor description propeller spectator

contradict manuscript compel retrospect

 Latin Roots
Latin roots are meaningful word parts that  

are found in words of Latin origin.

Now I can tell which 
words come from Latin!

say write

dict scrib/pt

force or drive

pel

look or watch

spect

predict describe expel inspector

propel

prescribe

flashlight respect

sandwich

prediction

Reproducible page 1

 Lexia Lessons® Word Study
LEVEL 13 | MORPHOLOGY

Prefixes 2 (de, re, trans, con, pro, un, non)

ANCHOR CHART

 Prefixes
A prefix is a letter or a group of letters added to the  

beginning of a root or base word to change its meaning. 

Now I know which 
words have prefixes!

de-
down or away 
from

descend 
deduct

pro-
forward

proclaim 
protrude

re-
back or again

recede 
reconstruct

un-
undo or not

unfasten 
uncertain

trans-
across

transcend 
transplant

non-
not or 
negative

nonskid 
nondescript

con-
together or 
with

conduct 
congregate

project

hospital

replace contract

notebook

nonstick

Reproducible page 1

 Lexia Lessons® Word Study
LEVEL 13 | MORPHOLOGY

Advanced Suffixes

ANCHOR CHART

 Advanced Suffixes

Now I know which words 
have advanced suffixes!

together

senator

understand relevance

motorist

evidence

AT A GLANCE
Examples of words with advanced suffixes: 

-ant abundant tolerant expectant

-ent confident different sufficient

-ance allowance clearance tolerance

-ence silence indulgence persistence
-ar circular burglar solar
-or generator conductor survivor
-ist loyalist protagonist colonist

An advanced suffix is a group of letters added to a complex 
word to change its meaning or function. 

-ent 
persistent

-ence 
difference

-or 
supervisor

-ant 
observant

-ance 
guidance

-ar 
rectangular

-ist 
adventurist

Reproducible page 1

 Lexia Lessons® Word Study
LEVEL 14 | MORPHOLOGY

Greek Combining Forms 4 (tele, phone, biblio, astro)

ANCHOR CHART

 Greek Combining Forms
Greek combining forms are meaningful word parts 

that are found in words of Greek origin.

Now I know how 
to tell which words 
come from Greek!

 
tele

 
phone

 
biblio

 
astro

 
distance

 
sound

 
book

 
star

AT A GLANCE
Examples of words with Greek combining forms: 

tele phone biblio astro

telegraph megaphone bibliomania astrodome

television phonograph bibliophile astronomy

telepathy symphony bibliology astrophysics

telescope microphone bibliography astronaut

astrological committee

outspoken phonics
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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

SOCIAL STUDIES–HISTORY CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP COMPREHENSION PASSAGES

Refer to the table below for suggested connections between the comprehension passages and core social studies-history ideas.

Comprehension Passages Social Studies-History Connections

Title Genre Lexile® 

Measure Disciplinary Core Idea Topic

Where the Buffalo Roam Informational 580L

Culture
Compare ways in which people from different cultures 
think about and deal with their physical environment and 
social conditions

People, Places, and Environments
Examine the interaction of human beings and their 
physical environment, the use of land, building of cities, 
and ecosystem changes in selected locales and regions

Global Connections
Explore causes, consequences, and possible solutions to 
persistent, contemporary, and emerging global issues, such 
as pollution and endangered species

A Hero Informational 580L

Individuals, Groups, and Institutions Identify and describe examples of tensions between an  
individual’s beliefs and government policies and laws

Individual Development and Identity Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal  
identity such as interests, capabilities, and perceptions

Watch Your Head! Informational 520L Culture Give examples and describe the importance of  
cultural unity and diversity within and across groups

A Forgotten Inventor Informational 560L Science, Technology, and Society

Identify and describe examples in which science  
and technology have changed the lives of people,  
such as in homemaking, childcare, work, transportation, 
and communication

Tiny and  
Fantastic Informational 546L Individual Development and Identity Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal  

identity such as interests, capabilities, and perceptions



12

CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

SOCIAL STUDIES–HISTORY CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP COMPREHENSION PASSAGES CONTINUED

Refer to the table below for suggested connections between the comprehension passages and core social studies-history ideas.

Comprehension Passages Social Studies-History Connections

Title Genre Lexile® 

Measure Disciplinary Core Idea Topic

Growing Pains Informational 540L

Culture
Explore and describe similarities and differences in the 
ways groups, societies, and cultures address similar 
human needs and concerns

People, Places, and Environments
Examine the interaction of human beings and their 
physical environment, the use of land, building of cities, 
and ecosystem changes in selected locales and regions

Individual Development and Identity Describe personal connections to place—especially place as 
associated with immediate surroundings

Mapping the Way Informational 420L
Time, Continuity, and Change

Compare and contrast different stories or accounts 
about past events, people, places, or situations, 
identifying how they contribute to our understanding 
 of the past

Identify and use various sources for reconstructing 
the past, such as documents, letters, diaries, maps, 
textbooks, photos, and others

People, Places, and Environments Interpret, use, and distinguish various representations of the 
Earth, such as maps, globes, and photographs

Setting Out Informational 540L

Time, Continuity, and Change
Compare and contrast different stories or accounts about 
past events, people, places, or situations, identifying how they 
contribute to our understanding of the past

People, Places, and Environments
Examine the interaction of human beings and their physical 
environment, the use of land, building of cities, and ecosystem 
changes in selected locales and regions
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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

SOCIAL STUDIES–HISTORY CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP COMPREHENSION PASSAGES CONTINUED

Refer to the table below for suggested connections between the comprehension passages and core social studies-history ideas.

Comprehension Passages Social Studies-History Connections

Title Genre Lexile® 

Measure Disciplinary Core Idea Topic

Moving  
Together Informational 540L

Time, Continuity, and Change
Compare and contrast different stories or accounts about 
past events, people, places, or situations, identifying how 
they contribute to our understanding of the past

People, Places, and Environments
Examine the interaction of human beings and their physical 
environment, the use of land, building of cities, and 
ecosystem changes in selected locales and regions

Settling In Informational 490L

Time, Continuity, and Change
Compare and contrast different stories or accounts about 
past events, people, places, or situations, identifying how 
they contribute to our understanding of the past

People, Places, and Environments Examine the interaction of human beings and their physical 
environment, the use of land, building of cities, and 
ecosystem changes in selected locales and regions

Surviving Informational 520L

Time, Continuity, and Change
Compare and contrast different stories or accounts about 
past events, people, places, or situations, identifying how 
they contribute to our understanding of the past

People, Places, and Environments Examine the interaction of human beings and their physical 
environment, the use of land, building of cities, and 
ecosystem changes in selected locales and regions

Connecting the Coasts Informational 710L Science, Technology, and Society

Identify and describe examples in which science and 
technology have changed the lives of people, such as 
in homemaking, childcare, work, transportation, and 
communication
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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

SOCIAL STUDIES–HISTORY CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP COMPREHENSION PASSAGES CONTINUED

Refer to the table below for suggested connections between the comprehension passages and core social studies-history ideas.

Comprehension Passages Social Studies-History Connections

Title Genre Lexile® 

Measure Disciplinary Core Idea Topic

Constructing the Rails Informational 760L Science, Technology, and Society

Identify and describe examples in which science and 
technology have changed the lives of people, such as 
in homemaking, childcare, work, transportation, and 
communication

Progress Brings Change Informational 540L Science, Technology, and Society

Identify and describe examples in which science and 
technology have changed the lives of people, such as 
in homemaking, childcare, work, transportation, and 
communication

Identify and describe examples in which science and 
technology have led to changes in the physical environment, 
such as the building of dams and levees, offshore oil drilling, 
medicine from rainforests, and loss of rainforests due to 
extraction of resources or alternative uses

The City That Never Sleeps Informational 490L

Global Connections
Explore ways that language, art, music, belief systems, and 
other cultural elements may facilitate global understanding or 
lead to misunderstanding

Culture
Describe ways in which language, stories, folktales, music, 
and artistic creations serve as expressions of culture and 
influence behavior of people living in a particular culture

Tragedy at Sea Informational 600L Time, Continuity, and Change

Compare and contrast different stories or accounts about 
past events, people, places, or situations, identifying how 
they contribute to our understanding of the past

Identify and use various sources for reconstructing the past, 
such as documents, letters, diaries, maps, textbooks, photos, 
and others



15

CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

Refer to the table below for suggested connections between the comprehension passages and core social studies-history ideas.

Comprehension Passages Social Studies-History Connections

Title Genre Lexile® 

Measure Disciplinary Core Idea Topic

You’re a Hero, Jessica Watson! Informational 580L

Individual Development and Identity

Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity 
such as interests, capabilities, and perceptions

Work independently and cooperatively to accomplish goals

Individuals, Groups, and Institutions
Give examples of and explain group and institutional 
influences such as religious beliefs, laws, and peer pressure, 
on people, events, and elements of culture

A Hero’s  
Return Home Informational 580L

Individual Development and Identity

Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity 
such as interests, capabilities, and perceptions

Work independently and cooperatively to accomplish goals

Individuals, Groups, and Institutions
Give examples of and explain group and institutional 
influences such as religious beliefs, laws, and peer pressure, 
on people, events, and elements of culture

Money Informational 620L Production, Distribution, and Consumption Explain and demonstrate the role of money in everyday life

The Eiffel Towe Informational 550L Time, Continuity, and Change
Demonstrate an understanding that different people 
may describe the same event or situation in diverse 
ways, citing reasons for the differences in views

Althea Gibson Informational 790L Individual Development and Identity Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity 
such as interests, capabilities, and perceptions

SOCIAL STUDIES–HISTORY CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP COMPREHENSION PASSAGES CONTINUED
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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

Refer to the table below for suggested connections between the comprehension passages and core social studies-history ideas.

Comprehension Passages Social Studies-History Connections

Title Genre Lexile® 

Measure Disciplinary Core Idea Topic

The Titanic Tragedy Informational 740L Time, Continuity, and Change

Compare and contrast different stories or accounts about 
past events, people, places, or situations, identifying how 
they contribute to our understanding of the past

Identify and use various sources for reconstructing the 
past, such as documents, letters, diaries, maps, textbooks, 
photos, and others

A Carless City Center Informational 710L Science, Technology, and Society

Describe instances in which changes in values, beliefs, and 
attitudes have resulted from new scientific and technological 
knowledge, such as conservation of resources and awareness 
of chemicals harmful to life and the environment

Beyond 
 Baseball: The Life of  

Roberto  
Clemente

Informational 970L

Individuals, Groups, and Institutions Identify and describe examples of tensions between an 
individual’s beliefs and government policies and laws

Individual Development and Identity Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such 
as interests, capabilities, and perceptions

Marshall “Major” Taylor: The 
incredible story of the first 

African American world  
champion

Informational 800L

Individual Development and Identity Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity such 
as interests, capabilities, and perceptions

Time, Continuity, and Change

Compare and contrast different stories or accounts about 
past events, people, places, or situations, identifying how they 
contribute to our understanding of the past

Demonstrate an understanding that people in different times 
and places view the world differently

Power, Authority, and Governance
Recognize and give examples of the tensions between the 
wants and needs of individuals and groups, and concepts such 
as fairness, equity, and justice

SOCIAL STUDIES–HISTORY CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP COMPREHENSION PASSAGES CONTINUED
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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

SOCIAL STUDIES–HISTORY CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP COMPREHENSION PASSAGES CONTINUED

Refer to the table below for suggested connections between the comprehension passages and core social studies-history ideas.

Comprehension Passages Social Studies-History Connections

Title Genre Lexile® 

Measure Disciplinary Core Idea Topic

From Feet to Wheels to the 
Future Informational 850L Science, Technology, and Society

Identify and describe examples in which science and 
technology have changed the lives of people, such as 
in homemaking, childcare, work, transportation, and 
communication

Suggest ways to monitor science and technology in 
order to protect the physical environmental, individual 
rights, and the common good

What Is the Cost of  
FREEDOM? Informational 910L Science, Technology, and Society

Identify and describe examples in which science and 
technology have changed the lives of people, such as 
in homemaking, childcare, work, transportation, and 
communication

Suggest ways to monitor science and technology in 
order to protect the physical environmental, individual 
rights, and the common good
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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

SOCIAL STUDIES–HISTORY CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP COMPREHENSION PASSAGES CONTINUED

Refer to the table below for suggested connections between the comprehension passages and core social studies-history ideas.

Comprehension Passages Social Studies-History Connections

Title Genre Lexile® 

Measure Disciplinary Core Idea Topic

Letters  
from the  

Battlefront: The Civil War
Informational 940L

Time, Continuity, and Change

Compare and contrast different stories or accounts 
about past events, people, places, or situations, 
identifying how they contribute to our understanding  
of the past

Identify and use various sources for reconstructing 
the past, such as documents, letters, diaries, maps, 
textbooks, photos, and others

Individuals, Groups, and Institutions

Identify and describe examples of tensions between and 
among individuals, groups, or institutions, and how belonging 
to more than one group can cause internal conflicts

Identify and describe examples of tensions between an 
individual’s beliefs and government policies and laws

Power, Authority, and Governance

Give examples of how government does or does not 
provide for the needs and wants of people, establish 
order and security, and manage conflict

Recognize and give examples of the tensions between 
the wants and needs of individuals and groups, and 
concepts such as fairness, equity, and justice
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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

SOCIAL STUDIES–HISTORY CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP COMPREHENSION PASSAGES CONTINUED

Refer to the table below for suggested connections between the comprehension passages and core social studies-history ideas.

Comprehension Passages Social Studies-History Connections

Title Genre Lexile® 

Measure Disciplinary Core Idea Topic

Letters  
from the  

Battlefront: World War II
Informational 930L

Time, Continuity, and Change

Compare and contrast different stories or accounts 
about past events, people, places, or situations, 
identifying how they contribute to our understanding  
of the past

Identify and use various sources for reconstructing 
the past, such as documents, letters, diaries, maps, 
textbooks, photos, and others

Individuals, Groups, and Institutions

Identify and describe examples of tensions between and 
among individuals, groups, or institutions, and how belonging 
to more than one group can cause internal conflicts

Identify and describe examples of tensions between an 
individual’s beliefs and government policies and laws

Power, Authority, and Governance

Give examples of how government does or does not 
provide for the needs and wants of people, establish 
order and security, and manage conflict

Recognize and give examples of the tensions between 
the wants and needs of individuals and groups, and 
concepts such as fairness, equity, and justice
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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

SOCIAL STUDIES–HISTORY CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP COMPREHENSION PASSAGES CONTINUED

Refer to the table below for suggested connections between the comprehension passages and core social studies-history ideas.

Comprehension Passages Social Studies-History Connections

Title Genre Lexile® 

Measure Disciplinary Core Idea Topic

Civic  
Responsibility Informational 1000L

Global Connections

Give examples of conflict, cooperation, and 
interdependence among individuals, groups, and nations

Examine the relationships and tensions between personal 
wants and needs and various global concerns, such as use 
of imported oil, land use, and environmental protection

Power, Authority, and Governance

Identify and describe factors that contribute to cooperation 
and cause disputes within and among groups and nations

Explore the role of technology in communications, 
transportation, information-processing, weapons 
development, or other areas as it contributes to or helps 
resolve conflicts

Individuals, Groups, and Institutions
Show how groups and institutions work to meet 
individual needs and promote the common good, and 
identify examples of where they fail to do so

Marvels of Construction Informational 980L People, Places, and Environments

Describe how people create places that reflect ideas, 
personality, culture, and wants and needs as they design 
homes, playgrounds, classrooms, and the like

Examine the interaction of human beings and their 
physical environment, the use of land, building of cities, 
and ecosystem changes in selected locales and regions
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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

Refer to the table below for suggested connections between the comprehension passages and core social studies-history ideas.

Comprehension Passages Social Studies-History Connections

Title Genre Lexile® 

Measure Disciplinary Core Idea Topic

JFK Moon Speech Informational 260L

Time, Continuity, and Change

Demonstrate an understanding that different people 
may describe the same event or situation in diverse 
ways, citing reasons for the differences in views

Compare and contrast different stories or accounts about 
past events, people, places, or situations, identifying how 
they contribute to our understanding of the past

Science, Technology, and Society

Identify and describe examples in which science and 
technology have changed the lives of people, such as 
in homemaking, childcare, work, transportation, and 
communication

Global Connections

Give examples of conflict, cooperation, and 
interdependence among individuals, groups, and nations

Examine the effects of changing technologies on the 
global community

SOCIAL STUDIES–HISTORY CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP COMPREHENSION PASSAGES CONTINUED
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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

SOCIAL STUDIES–HISTORY CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP COMPREHENSION PASSAGES CONTINUED

Refer to the table below for suggested connections between the comprehension passages and core social studies-history ideas.

Comprehension Passages Social Studies-History Connections

Title Genre Lexile® 

Measure Disciplinary Core Idea Topic

Apollo  
Anniversary

Informational 1200L

Time, Continuity, and Change

Demonstrate an understanding that different people 
may describe the same event or situation in diverse 
ways, citing reasons for the differences in views

Compare and contrast different stories or accounts about 
past events, people, places, or situations, identifying how 
they contribute to our understanding of the past

Science, Technology, and Society

Identify and describe examples in which science and 
technology have changed the lives of people, such as 
in homemaking, childcare, work, transportation, and 
communication

Global Connections

Give examples of conflict, cooperation, and 
interdependence among individuals, groups, and nations

Examine the effects of changing technologies on the 
global community
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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

SOCIAL STUDIES–HISTORY CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP COMPREHENSION PASSAGES CONTINUED

Refer to the table below for suggested connections between the comprehension passages and core social studies-history ideas.

Comprehension Passages Social Studies-History Connections

Title Genre Lexile® 

Measure Disciplinary Core Idea Topic

The Diary of Anne Frank:  
A Play by Frances Goodrich 

and Albert Hackett
Drama N/A

Time, Continuity, and Change
Compare and contrast different stories or accounts about 
past events, people, places, or situations, identifying how 
they contribute to our understanding of the past

Individual Development and Identity

Describe personal connections to place—especially place as 
associated with immediate surroundings

Show how learning and physical development affect behavior

Individuals, Groups, and Institutions

Identify and describe examples of tensions between and 
among individuals, groups, or institutions, and how belonging 
to more than one group can cause internal conflicts

Identify and describe examples of tensions between an 
individual’s beliefs and government policies and laws

Power, Authority, and Governance
Give examples of how government does or does not 
provide for the needs and wants of people, establish 
order and security, and manage conflict

Global Connections
Investigate concerns, issues, standards, and conflicts 
related to universal human rights, such as the treatment 
of children, religious groups, and effects of war
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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

SOCIAL STUDIES–HISTORY CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP COMPREHENSION PASSAGES CONTINUED

Refer to the table below for suggested connections between the comprehension passages and core social studies-history ideas.

Comprehension Passages Social Studies-History Connections

Title Genre Lexile® 

Measure Disciplinary Core Idea Topic

Speech to the United Nations
(Malala Yousafzai) Informational 700L

Culture
Explore and describe similarities and differences in the 
ways groups, societies, and cultures address similar 
human needs and concerns

Individual Development and Identity

Identify and describe ways family, groups, and community 
influence the individual’s daily life and personal choices

Analyze a particular event to identify reasons individuals 
might respond to it in different ways

Global Connections
Investigate concerns, issues, standards, and conflicts 
related to universal human ri ghts, such as the treatment 
of children, religious groups, and effects of war

Individuals, Groups, and Institutions

Identify and describe examples of tensions between  
and among individuals, groups, or institutions, and  
how belonging to more than one group can cause 
internal conflicts
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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

SOCIAL STUDIES–HISTORY CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP WRITING PROMPTS

Refer to the table below for suggested connections between the Writing Prompt Pack and core social studies-history ideas.

Writing Prompts Social Studies-History Connections

Title Genre Lexile® 

Measure Disciplinary Core Idea Topic

Perseverance Informational N/A

Culture
Compare ways in which people from different cultures 
think about and deal with their physical environment and 
social conditions

Individual Development and Identity Explore factors that contribute to one’s personal identity 
such as interests, capabilities, and perceptions

Power, Authority, and Governance
Recognize and give examples of the tensions between 
the wants and needs of individuals and groups, and 
concepts such as fairness, equity, and justice

Education Informational N/A

Culture
Explore and describe similarities and differences in the 
ways groups, societies, and cultures address similar 
human needs and concerns

Individual Development and Identity

Identify and describe ways family, groups, and 
community influence the individual’s daily life and 
personal choices

Analyze a particular event to identify reasons individuals 
might respond to it in different ways

Global Connections
Investigate concerns, issues, standards, and conflicts 
related to universal human rights, such as the treatment 
of children, religious groups, and effects of war

Individuals, Groups, and Institutions
Identify and describe examples of tensions between and 
among individuals, groups, or institutions, and how belonging 
to more than one group can cause internal conflicts
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CONTENT AREA CONNECTIONS

SOCIAL STUDIES–HISTORY CONNECTIONS: 
POWERUP WRITING PROMPTS CONTINUED

Refer to the table below for suggested connections between the Writing Prompt Pack and core social studies-history ideas.

Writing Prompts Social Studies-History Connections

Title Genre Lexile® 

Measure Disciplinary Core Idea Topic

Space Argumentative N/A

Culture
Explore and describe similarities and differences in the 
ways groups, societies, and cultures address similar 
human needs and concerns

Individuals, Groups, and Institutions Give examples of the role of institutions in furthering 
both continuity and change

Science, Technology, and Society

Identify and describe examples in which science and 
technology have changed the lives of people, such  
as in homemaking, childcare, work, transportation,  
and communication

Summer Informational N/A

Time, Continuity, and Change
Demonstrate an understanding that different people 
may describe the same event or situation in diverse 
ways, citing reasons for the differences in views

Individual Development and Identity Describe personal connections to place—especially place 
as associated with immediate surroundings

People, Places, and Environments
Examine the interaction of human beings and their 
physical environment, the use of land, building of cities, 
and ecosystem changes in selected locales and regions

Game Procedural N/A Global Connections
Explore ways that language, art, music, belief systems, and 
other cultural elements may facilitate global understanding or 
lead to misunderstanding


