
Lexia® Core5® 
Reading Auto Placement: 

Overview and Common Questions 
The Core5 Auto Placement tool places students into the most appropriate starting level of Core5.  
The tool contains word recognition activities (Core5 strands: phonological awareness, phonics, 
structural analysis) and comprehension activities (Core5 strands: vocabulary, comprehension).  
Auto Placement starts with two activities that correspond to the student’s assigned grade in  
myLexia.com, and adjusts based on their performance. 

During Auto Placement, when a student demonstrates high proficiency in both activities at a Core5 
level (≥90% accuracy), they will advance to the next level. When a student does not demonstrate 
proficiency in one or both activities at a Core5 level (≤65% accuracy), they will move to a lower 
level of the placement tool. A student is placed at a Core5 level once they demonstrate moderate 
proficiency in both activities at a level (66%-89% accuracy) or a high level of proficiency in one 
activity and a moderate level of proficiency in the other activity in a level. 

How accurate is Core5’s Auto Placement tool at placing students in the program? 
Students’ Core5 placement results are closely associated with performance on an external, standardized 
reading test. In a sample of 12,912 students from diverse districts across the USA, our research team found 
a strong correspondence between the Core5 level a student places into and their NWEA MAP® Growth™ 
Reading RIT score. The correlations were moderate-to-strong for each K-5 grade level, indicating that the  
Auto Placement tool appropriately places more proficient students into higher program levels, and lower 
proficiency students into earlier levels. 

MAP RIT score by placement level
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Blue circles: median MAP RIT score by placement level. Shaded areas: 
middle 50% of students.

Correlation Ranges

Grade N Correlation  
(Pearson’s r)

K 2,967 0.42*

1 1,460 0.62*

2 1,186 0.71*

3 2,601 0.64*

4 2,716 0.69*

5 1,982 0.72*

p < 0.01 Correlation Ranges: Low = 0.1 - 0.3, Medium = 0.4 - 0.6, High = 0.7-0.9
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How long will it take my students to complete Core5 Auto Placement?
The average time to complete Auto Placement in Core5 across grades K-5 is about 11 minutes. There are two main 
factors to keep in mind that may impact how long it takes your students to complete placement. First, due to the 
nature of the content, the auto placement process tends to take less time for younger students (grades K-2) than for 
older students (grades 3-5). Second, placement tends to take longer for students with either above or below grade 
level reading proficiency. 

Grade Students who placed at 
grade-level

Students who placed above 
or below grade-level

K-2 5 minutes 8 minutes

3-5 9 minutes 17 minutes

Overall 7 minutes 13 minutes

Do my students need to re-autoplace every year?
It is not necessary to re-autoplace all students at the beginning of every year. Core5 effectively addresses students’ 
individual needs based on their current skill levels through personalized scaffolding and support. However, you 
best understand your students’ circumstances and specific needs. Districts/schools can choose to re-autoplace all 
students or a subgroup of students. For example, some schools choose to re-autoplace students when there are 
significant concerns about summer slide or if there has been a substantial gap in program usage since the students’ 
initial placement. 

What factors should we consider when deciding to reautoplace our students?
•   Did a large portion of your students experience extra long gaps since their last consistent use of the program?  

If yes, consider re-autoplacing students. 

•   Do you have any concerns about consistent overuse of the online program (60+ minutes a week above usage targets), 
without enough educator guided support? If yes, consider re-autoplacing students. 

•   Do you have any concerns that other individuals (e.g. family members) have worked in your students’ Core5 accounts 
or provided a lot of help as students worked in Core5? If yes, consider re-autoplacing students.

What is most important to know when choosing to re-autoplace all students?
•   All prior student Lexia work/data history will be deleted. 

•  Some students may be placed at a lower level than the prior year, in which case they will repeat familiar content.

What steps should be taken before re-autoplacing students? 
•   District/School Leaders: To keep a record of your district or school's prior Lexia usage and progress, download the 

District/School Year to Date Export, before the end of the current school year (see page 52 of the Reports Guide). 

•   Teachers and Specialists: To keep a record of your student’s data, you can save the individual Student Skills, Class 
Progress Report, or Class Detailed Skills Export (see pages 50 and 56 of the Reports Guide). 

•   Help prepare students for the possibility of repeating content by explaining that reviewing information is a way to 
even further strengthen their skills. 

•   Sample Script: “You may review some work that you've seen before in Core5 — this is to make sure you are strong 
and confident with these reading skills. The extra practice may help you move faster through the levels as you work 
through the program!”
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Are there any alternatives to re-autoplacement?
If there are concerns around learning loss, you can use Lexia Skill Builders® from earlier Core5 levels to reinforce 
previous material in a systematic way. This allows you to identify skill gaps and provide additional review as needed, 
without requiring repetition of program content. Student performance on these resources could also be used to guide 
manual readjustment of student placement in the program, as needed. 

At what level do students typically place in the program? 
The goal of Core5’s Auto Placement tool is to provide a personalized starting point in the program for each student 
that ensures they are working on material appropriate for their current reading proficiency level. All students are first 
given a chance to demonstrate mastery of grade level material within the Auto Placement tool. Ultimately, however,  
a student’s placement point will reflect their reading proficiency.

Where can I see my students AutoPlacement results?
Teachers can view the results of the Auto Placement tool by logging into myLexia.com and 
viewing the Class Auto Placement Report on the lower right hand corner of the Core5 Class 
Overview page. The card indicates a summary of the number of students whose performance 
falls Above, In, or Below Grade Level Material for students that have taken Auto Placement 
during the current school year. Select the card to see more detailed information on each 
student’s placement. 

If you have any questions or would like additional guidance, please contact your Customer Success Manager or the 
Lexia Support team at support@lexialearning.com or (800) 435-3942.

1 Above GLM

9 In GLM

9 Below GLM

Auto Placement
19 students in the class with placements 
this school year
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