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2 Teacher Training Guide

Scope and Sequence

What Is Lexia Core5 Reading?
Getting Your Students Ready to Use Core5
Lexia Core5 Reading® is a personalised reading curriculum for Reception through Year 6 students of all abilities.

•	�Students learn, practice, and consolidate fundamental literacy skills by interacting with the online adaptive program, 
receiving teacher-led Lexia Lessons® and Lexia® Connections, and by completing independent, paper-based activities 
using Lexia Skill Builders.®

•	�Real-time student data is captured and made available in actionable reports on myLexia.com to help educators make 
informed instructional decisions that help students achieve year-level benchmarks. 

•	�The program includes activities that focus on six components of reading (Phonological Awareness, Phonics, Structural 
Analysis, Automaticity/Fluency, Vocabulary, and Comprehension).
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Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6

Level 1 A Picnic in the Woods • • • • •
Level 2 A Day at the Beach • • • • •
Level 3 A Snow Day in the City • • • • •
Level 4 The Amazon Rainforest • • • • •
Level 5 The Scottish Cliffs • • •
Level 6 A Day in Paris • • • •
Level 7 The African Serengeti • • •
Level 8 The South Pole • • • •
Level 9 The Egyptian Desert • • • •
Level 10 An English Garden • • • •
Level 11 The Swiss Alps • • • •
Level 12 A Russian Circus • • • • •
Level 13 The Indian Rainforest • • • •
Level 14 A Japanese Garden • • • •
Level 15 The Great Barrier Reef • • • •
Level 16 A Hawaiian Paradise • • • •
Level 17 The Southwest, USA • • • •
Level 18 The Ancient Greek Countryside • • • •
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 � �     �The six components of reading are 
represented by these colour-coded 
icons used throughout the program.
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Getting Started
Getting Ready to Use Core5

•	�Identify how students will access the program.

1.	 �If using a browser, consider bookmarking your site’s unique url, which can 
be found on myLexia.com. 

2.	 �If using a desktop-installed version or a tablet, find the Core5 icon.

•	�Print login cards for students from the Manage tab in myLexia®.

•	�Ensure that students have working headphones that fit properly and provide 
adequate volume.

Auto Placement
•	�When logging in for the first time, students will complete a set of 
placement activities. Students will be automatically placed at their 
appropriate starting level in the program according to their performance.

•	�Students begin with their Year-level skills and branch up or down to a 
level that is not too easy, or too hard.

•	�Students are assessed on both word identification and comprehension 
skills at each level.

•	�Most students finish the Auto Placement within 20 minutes. If the  
session is interrupted, data will be saved, and students will start where 
they left off.

 � �     �You can use your myLexia username 
and password to log in to Core5 
Educator Mode, where you can 
explore all levels and activities.

 � �     �Always encourage your students to do their best on 
the placement test, as this will determine where they 
will start in the program.
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The Student Experience
Student Dashboard
Students can monitor their usage and unit progress at login 
and logout. Students can see:

A   ��Weekly usage goal

B   �Total minutes completed for week

C   Minutes needed  to meet weekly goal

D   �Total units completed for week

E   �Minutes added during current session

F   �Units added during current session

G   �Logout

H   �Return to activities

Automaticity Warm-ups
Students begin each session with a warm-up. The goal is to 
promote speed of processing and automaticity for previously 
acquired skills. The student chooses one of two warm-ups and 
tries to beat his or her highest score. 

Activity Selection Screen
A   ��Activity—Students choose a picture to enter an activity 

focused on a specific skill.

B   �Unit Metre—Unit boxes fill in as students complete units 
in the activity.

C   �Phase Indicator—To pace students through a level, the 
first half of all activities must be completed before the 
second half is unlocked.

D   �Skill Badge—When an activity is finished, a skill badge 
appears in place of the completed activity.

E   �Fun Facts—Clickable images appear on the Activity 
Selection Screen to enhance contextual knowledge and 
increase engagement.

F   �Logout—Returns students to home screen.
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 � �     �The warm-up will take roughly 
one minute to complete.

 � �     �Level 1 has four activities and 
Levels 2–18 have five.
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Activity Screen
The following buttons and tools are available in every activity:

A   ���Information Apple—This indicates program status with three 
colours: blue, white, or red. It will be blue when completing Auto 
Placement, white when working through the program, and red 
when the student needs support. Click the apple for more details. 

B   ���Volume

C   ��Unit Metre—This indicates completion of units in the current 
activity.

D   ���L1 Support Feature—The L1 support feature helps EL learners 
better understand the audio narration in Core5. L1 support 
is available in Spanish, Mandarin, Haitian Creole, Vietnamese, 
Portuguese, and Arabic.

E   ���Look Back at Text (Passage Comprehension activities only).

F   ���Repeat Prompt

G   ���Rehear Directions

H   ����Leave Activity

A C ED F G

H

B

 � �     �Data is captured when the Current Unit Bar is filled 
(unit complete) or when the student moves within 
the unit from one step of Instructional Branching 
to another (see below).

Guided Practice StepStandard Step Instruction Step

3-Step Instructional Branching
Units adapt based on each student’s individual performance.

•	�Standard—This step is indicated by a green bar and is the first and most complex step in a unit. Students must complete 
it successfully to progress.

•	�Guided Practice—This step is indicated by a blue bar and is reached if errors are made at Standard. It contains tailored, 
scaffolded practice based on those errors. If successful, the student returns to Standard.

•	�Instruction—This step is indicated by a yellow bar and is reached if errors are made in Guided Practice. It explicitly 
teaches the specific skill and provides scaffolded practice. Upon completion of this step, the student returns to Standard.
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Actionable Data to Inform Instruction
Class Action Plan
The Class Action Plan provides you with a “to-do” list to support your students. Use these 4 tabs to see:

Who needs more computer time this week?
The Need Usage tab shows the number of students in the 
class who need more time on the student program. The Needs 
column tells you how many more minutes on Core5 that each 
student needs in order to meet their recommended usage for 
this week (Monday-Sunday).

Who is struggling and needs a Lexia Lesson?
The Struggling tab lists the students who have dropped to the 
Instructional Step of Core5 at least twice and may need teacher 
support. Here, you can access the PDF lesson. You can mark the 
lesson as “delivered”, though the student will remain on the list 
until they have successfully mastered the skill in Core5.

Who is ready for a Lexia Skill Builder?
The Skill Builders tab lists the students who have finished a 
program level and are ready for independent practice with a 
Lexia Skill Builder. Here, you can access the PDF worksheets 
and mark the Lexia Skill Builders as “delivered” to remove the 
student from the list.

Who is ready to celebrate success with a certificate?
The Certificates tab lists the students who have finished 
a program level and are ready to celebrate success with 
an achievement certificate. Here, you can access the PDF 
certificate and mark the Certificates as “delivered” to remove 
the student from the list.

 � �     �myLexia.com is Lexia’s reporting website for educators. Log in to plan your week, 
check student usage, monitor progress, and celebrate success.
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Class Skill Progress
How is my class progressing?
The Class Skill Progress report allows you to see the progress your class has made 
during this school year. You can see where your students started in terms of being 
above, in, or below their Year Level of Material (YLM), and compare that to where 
your students are currently placing.

Click into the Skill Progress report in order to see progress details for each student 
in the class. The green line in the table marks the end-of-year benchmark target for 
your students (according to the class’ year). You can see where students are in Core5 
in relation to their target, and order students by clicking the “Units to Target” column 
header.

Digging Deeper into the myLexia Reports
In the Class Reports, you can click a student’s name to view student-level reports, which offer detailed diagnostic data to allow 
you to best support that student. 

For more information on using the reports, refer to the reports guide and training videos available in the myLexia Resources 
section.

Lexia also provides data coaching to help you get the most out of Core5. You can schedule data coaching training for a more in-
depth look at your reports that will enable you to fully utilise the powerful data that myLexia provides.
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Targeted Instructional Materials
The Lexia Core5 Reading program provides Instructional Materials to ensure students receive personalised and 
comprehensive instruction and practice in all skill areas. These materials can be incorporated into classroom routines in a 
variety of ways, including whole class instruction, small group activities, and independent work.

Recommended in myLexia based on performance Available as additional resources in myLexia

Lexia Lessons Lexia  
Skill Builders Lexia Connections

Supplemental 
Comprehension 

Lessons
Lexia Close Reads

Description

Scripted, explicit 
instruction 
for targeted 
intervention

Practice 
worksheets for 
application and 
generalisation of 
skills

Activity 
suggestions 
to introduce, 
reinforce, or 
extend a skill

Scripted 
instruction to 
enhance reading 
comprehension

Student readers 
focusing on 
fluency and 
comprehension 
skills

Focus
Students who are 
struggling with a 
skill in an online 
activity

Students who 
have completed an 
online activity

All students 
to supplement 
instruction

All students 
to supplement 
instruction

All students 
to supplement 
instruction

Grouping
• Individual
• Small group
• Whole class

• Individual
• Peer or adult 
partner

• Individual
• Small group
• Whole class

• Individual
• Small group
• Whole class

• Individual
• Small group
• Whole class

Delivery
Teacher-led Primarily 

independent with 
opportunities for 
peer collaboration

Teacher-mediated 
with opportunities 
for peer 
collaboration

Teacher-led Teacher-mediated 
with opportunities 
for peer 
collaboration

Scope 161 lessons 431 pages 144 pages 35 lessons 20 readers

Student 
Experience

All Instructional Materials offer multi-sensory activities that reinforce and extend  
online learning and provide opportunities for oral expression, writing, and collaboration.

Lexia® Close Reads
•	�Full-colour student readers can be used to build 
fluency and comprehension.

•	�Accompanying teacher guide provides vocabulary, 
graphic organisers, and open-ended questions to 
promote critical thinking and peer discussions.

•	�Materials reinforce passages presented in Levels 
15–18 of Core5 online activities.

LEXIA® CLOSE READS
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Text Type: Narrative, FolktaleLexile® Measure: 760L
Core5® Level: 15
Target Skill: Narrative Text Structure

The Crowded House: A Folktale
SUMMARY

In this folktale, a large family is unhappy about living in a small house. The village wise man provides the family with a solution that teaches them a valuable lesson. 

KEY VOCABULARY
• cramped (adjective) Cramped means uncomfortably small.

• burst (verb) To burst is to suddenly split or break open.• eagerly (adverb) Eagerly means in an interested or hopeful way.
• trembled (verb) To tremble means to shake.• spacious (adjective) Spacious means having a lot of space.

FOCUS QUESTION

What lesson does the village wise man teach the Rubin family?

PREVIEW

 Identify the text. This text is a folktale. Explain to students that folktales are 
narratives, or stories, that were told to teach a lesson or explain what happens 
in nature.

 Point out key vocabulary (in bold). Discuss definitions with students. Introduce the focus question. Have students consider the question as they read.READ

INDEPENDENT READ
Annotate the text. Encourage students to identify key ideas, connections,  
and questions they have as they read.
TEACHER-GUIDED READ
Explore narrative text structure. Draw attention to how the folktale is organized and 
the key elements. Then, work with students to answer the questions below. Students 
can annotate the key elements of the text.

• Who is the story about? (Main Characters) 2• Where and when does the story take place? (Setting) 1• What is the problem or goal? (Problem/Goal) 3• What happens? (Major Event) 4
• How does the story end? (Solution) 5• What is the story mainly about?

Answer the focus question. Work together to answer: What lesson does the village 
wise man teach the Rubin family? (Be content with what you have. Things are not as 
bad as they seem; they could be worse.)

LEXIA® CLOSE READS
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What would the world of food be like without the potato and  
the tomato? Dishes from all over the globe contain these two 
popular plants. But these two have a lot more in common than  
their popularity.

They both began in the Andes Mountains of South America,  
around what is now Peru. For thousands of years, farmers in this 
region cultivated these plants as food crops. People outside of 

Latin America knew nothing of the potato and the tomato. They 
grew nowhere else.
Then, in the 1500s, armies from Spain invaded Latin America to 

conquer the Incas, the people that ruled in these regions. The 
invaders were called the Conquistadors (“conquerors“). Along with 

the other treasures that they claimed, the Conquistadors brought 

tomato and potato plants back to Europe.

Potatoes  and Tomatoes
From Poisonous to Popular

Spanish armies invaded the 
Andes region and brought potato and tomato plants back to Europe.

LEXIA® CLOSE READS
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NARRATIVE, FOLKTALE
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Long ago, eight members of the Rubin family lived in a little house 

that seemed terribly cramped and crowded. Papa, Mama, their four 

children, Aunt Gert, and Grandmother Rubin were always getting 

in each other’s way. They complained unhappily that one day they 

might burst right through the walls. So Papa and Mama went to the 

wisest man in the village, Reb Solman, to ask for advice.

Reb Solman stroked his beard thoughtfully as he listened. Then 

he said, “Yes, I can help you, but you must do exactly as I say, no 

questions asked.” Papa and Mama eagerly agreed.

“The first thing you must do,” Reb Solman told Mama, “is to invite 

your sister and her family to visit.”

“But, Reb Solman,” said Mama worriedly, “my sister and brother-

in-law have three big sons, so how will five more people in our 

crowded house solve our problem?”

A Folktale
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Tips: Organisation and Distribution of Materials
Lexia Lessons

•	Have a full, printed set 
available by the copier.

•	Save paper:
•	�Print only reproducibles 

and view Lesson scripts 
online.

•	Laminate and reuse 
reproducible pages.

•	Project reproducible graphic 
organisers.

Lexia Skill Builders
•	Create individual student 

binders or folders.
•	Save paper:

•	�Use page protectors or 
laminate to make reusable 
with dry erase markers.

•	�Consider annotation  
apps that allow students  
to work electronically.

Script page 1

 Lexia Lessons® LEVEL 12 | Comprehension

Using Context, Lesson 1
Lexia Lessons

for ALP

Direct Instruction
   Today, we are going to learn how to figure out the meaning of an unfamiliar word using the context of 

what we are reading. The context includes the words and sentences around the word we don’t know. 
There are steps we can take to use the context. When we come across a word we don’t know, we can do 
these four things.

 Display the following four steps shown below in bold. Read and explain each step. 

    Step 1: Reread and read ahead. When you find a word you don’t know, stop and reread the other 
words that come before it and after it.

    Step 2: Identify context clues. Think about the meaning of the other words in the text.  

    Step 3: Decide on a meaning. Use what you know from the context to decide what the unfamiliar 
word means.

    Step 4: Check that meaning in the context. The meaning you decided on should make sense in  
the sentence.

 Display Sample Text 1 and have students follow along as you read:

  The lion grabbed the mouse in its huge paw. The little mouse’s body shook with terror. 
“Oh, please, Mr. Lion, don’t hurt me,” the mouse cried in fear.  

  Point to each step as you model the following strategy.

  In Sample Text 1, point to the underlined word terror.

    I’m not sure what terror means. So I am going to use these four steps to use the context of the story to 
help me figure it out. First, I’ll reread and read ahead.  

 Reread Sample Text 1.

Description
This lesson is designed to help students understand new vocabulary by looking for meaning in 
the words and sentences that surround the unfamiliar word. Strategic readers think about words 
in context, evaluating their own understanding as they read. 

TEACHER TIPS

The following steps show a general strategy lesson for using context to figure out meanings 
of unfamiliar and multiple-meaning words. The lesson may be expanded to include particular 
context clues often found in informational and academic texts. 

During discussions, remind students to listen to others, take turns, and speak in complete sentences.

PREPARATION/MATERIALS
• A copy of the four “Using Context” steps listed in Direct Instruction

• Copies of the Sample Texts at the end of this lesson

Name: 
LEVEL 17 | Structural Analysis

Greek Combining Forms 1

Lexia Skill Builders®

Lexia Skill Builders
for ALP

 3

1
We will learn about the mountains of South America in  class.

geography

technology

2
I enjoyed reading the  about the life of George Washington.

barometer

biography

3
To study the stars, it is important to have a  to see them with.

telescope

cardiogram

4
At the end of the research paper, I need to include a .

chronometer

bibliography

5 My little brother was excited to get an  from the  

basketball player.

autograph

antigen

6
You can send messages with a  by using the Morse code.

archetype

telegraph

7 The United States is located in the northern  of  

the earth.

hemisphere

dermis

8
The student will study the sounds of language in her  class.

physiology

phonology

9
A car’s  shows drivers how fast they are going.

speedometer

audiogram

10
This  will tell us how to put the new desk together.

stratosphere

diagram

11 The doctor studied the patient’s  to determine the source  

of his chest pain.

technology

cardiogram

12 When our class was studying local history, we learned that the 

 are kept in City Hall.

antigens

archives

13 I want to study  in college because I’m interested in how  

the mind works.

psychology

pathology

14 The  explained that permanent hearing loss could be caused 

by a loud explosion.

audiologist

archeologist

Circle the word to complete the sentence. Then, write the word on the line. 

 7  Choose five words that you did not circle and write a sentence for each. Then, read your sentences 
to a partner.

geography

Additional Instructional Resources
Accessing Instructional Resources
New myLexia Resources Tab

•	Log in to www.myLexia.com.

•	�To access specific Lexia Lessons or Lexia Skill Builders by 
student, view the Class Overview.

•	 ��� 1   To access a complete listing of Lexia Lessons, Lexia 
Skill Builders, and Lexia Connections, view the Resources 
tab at www.myLexia.com.

•	����2   Training on Demand modules provide useful 
information about Core5 from getting started to utilising 
reports. Simply click on the Training on Demand Videos 
link in the Resources tab. 

Core5 Resources Hub
Visit the Core5 Resources Hub 5  to find additional resources:

•	Teacher’s Manual

•	Quick Guides

•	�Supplemental 
Comprehension Lessons

•	Lexia Close Reads

•	Achievement Certificates

•	School-to-Home Materials

•	Flashcards and Letter Tiles

•	Comprehension and 
Fluency Passages

•	Pedagogy Papers

•	�Printed reference sets of 
Lexia Lessons and Lexia 
Skill Builders for purchase

 � �     ���Your Customer Site ID 3  and unique program 
login URL 4  are conveniently listed here on 
the myLexia Resources page.

1

2

3

5

4
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Implementation
    Where and When Can I  
Use Lexia with My Students?

Think about your school, class, and student needs  
and resources to determine which implementation  
models will work best in your school.

 � �     �Keep in mind that a combination of 
models may maximise student gains.

Classroom  (Centre  Rotations)

In a typical reading block, there is usually a significant amount of time for centre rotations. 
Here is one way Core5 can be used in a rotational model:

•	 �Use a student’s Prescription of Intensity to prioritise which 
students should spend time on the computer. 

•	 Use small group time to teach Lexia Lessons to struggling 
students. 

•	 �Allow independent practice and peer work using Lexia 
Skill Builders to further develop automaticity and expand  
expressive skills. 

•	 Set up collaborative group activities to reinforce skills using 
Lexia Connections.

Computer  Lab

In a computer lab, a whole class can use Core5, allowing each student to work on skills appropriate to his or her 
needs. Struggling students can also be pulled for a Lexia Lesson, either right in the lab or back in the classroom 
with a teacher or support personnel.

Intervention  Block/Special  Education

For Tier II or Tier III students using Core5, the intervention block can be used to deliver the Lexia Lesson(s) specific 
to each student’s needs. On myLexia.com, the student can be assigned to multiple classes so that all teachers 
working with a student can view data and identify appropriate Lexia Lessons.

Before/After  School

For students who need additional time based on their Prescription of Intensity, before- and after-school programs 
provide another opportunity to spend time on the computer. This additional time can also be used for targeted  
instruction using Lexia Lessons, or for practice with Lexia Skill Builders. Remember, student data is always 
tracked on myLexia.com regardless of when or where the work is completed.

Home  Use

To solidify skills already completed online, Lexia Skill Builders can be used as homework for all students. Use the 
Home Use letter on myLexia.com to communicate with parents about using Core5 at home. This is an important 
way for students to gain additional time to meet their Prescription of Intensity.
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Lexia Core5 Reading®

Best Practices and Tips for Successful Implementation

➀ �Students consistently meet weekly recommended usage.
•	�Develop a schedule using all available technology resources in your 

school (classroom computers, computer lab, laptop carts).

•	�Teach students how to monitor their own usage using the 
Student Dashboard.

•	�Consider alternate times for students who need additional 
minutes (before/after school programs, home use, 
intervention block).

➁ �Teachers monitor student progress at  
myLexia.com and plan instruction based  
on students’ needs.
•	Set a regular time to check reports at least once a week.

•	�Schedule data conversations with other teachers, parents,  
and students.

•	�Consider printing some reports for data conversations.

➂ �Students receive targeted instruction with Lexia Lessons 
and practice opportunities with Lexia Skill Builders.
•	�Visit myLexia.com to view the Class Overview and identify students who need a Lexia Lesson  

or Lexia Skill Builder (independent practice).

•	�Designate specific times during the day for instruction and practice (centre rotations, intervention block, homework).

•	�Set aside time to explore, prepare, and organise materials. View Lexia Lessons online, and only print necessary 
reproducible pages. Use binders, folders, or systems for storing printed materials, including Lexia Skill Builders.

 � �     �Check out Lexia’s Training on Demand modules 
in the Resources tab on www.myLexia.com.

Independent,
Student-Driven

Learning

Ongoing Data to Drive 
Instructional Priorities

Resources for 
Face-to-Face
Instruction

3 1

2
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School-to-Home Tips
•  �Encourage Lexia Core5 Reading for home use. This is a great way for students 

who are behind in skills to catch up to their Year level.

•  �Use the parent letters (available on the Core5 Resources Hub) to communicate 
with parents. Parent letters are available in 7 languages.

•  �Emphasise that home use of Lexia Core5 Reading is for the enrolled student 
only—not siblings or parents.

•  �Use the Parent Report link in the Student Skills Report to share results with 
parents—in English and Spanish—during conferences. For a visual report, use 
the Student Progress Report to show a student’s performance.

Accessing Lexia Core5 Reading
Your www.myLexia.com username is your school email address.

http://www.lexiacore5.com/?SiteID=_______-_______-_______-_______

my username  |

my password  |

Lexia Customer Support
support@lexialearning.com   •   0800 883 0770
Monday–Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. EST except holidays.

	 �The 5-minute check-in! 
www.myLexia.com has the data that can help you. In just five minutes, 
find out the answers to the following questions:

■ 	� Who needs help? 
Check the Struggling tab in the Class Overview to see which students 
require a teacher-led lesson.

■ 	� Who needs more time online? 
Schedule additional time for students who are not meeting usage targets.

■ 	� Who is ready to celebrate? 
Print out certificates to help celebrate student success.

■   �What are my next steps? 
Access Lexia Lessons, Lexia Skill Builders, and Lexia Connections under 
the Resources tab.
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