
What are Lexia® Close Reads?
Created for upper-elementary students, Lexia Close Reads provide opportunities for critical  
reading and analysis with a variety of real-world text types and engaging topics. The full-color 
student readers are organized in sets and can be used to develop fluency and comprehension  
while promoting higher-order thinking, collaboration, and discussion.

Student Readers
The two-page student readers include plays, 
fables, myths, science fiction, realistic fiction,  
and informational passages—all with engaging  
content and robust vocabulary. They support  
skill development in: 

•  Identifying main idea and details
•  Exploring narrative text structure
•  Comparing and contrasting 
•  Analyzing cause and effect
•  Sequencing events
•  Evaluating an author’s viewpoint 
•  Making inferences and conclusions 
•  Predicting outcomes 
•  Using text evidence 
•  Recognizing conventions of drama
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The outward sign that all or part of a reef is dying is something 

called “coral bleaching.” Bleaching results when the algae in the 

coral are killed or driven out. There are two main causes for this: 

climate change and pollution.

Coral need clear water and a certain temperature range to stay 

healthy. Even a rise of one degree in the average water temperature 

hurts them. Climate change is slowly raising the temperature of 

the ocean. If the temperature rises around them, coral polyps are 

damaged and expel their algae. With the algae gone, the reef loses 

its color and the polyps starve.

Pollution also plays a part. It encourages the growth of harmful 

algae. This algae covers the top of the reef, blocking out sunlight. 

This kills the good algae and soon kills the coral.

A report released in June 2017 announced that three quarters 

of coral reefs worldwide have suffered extreme damage. Experts 

predict that coral reefs could disappear completely by 2050. But 

scientists have been working on the problem. They are looking for 

ways to move heat-resistant algae into the reefs. They are finding 

ways to rebuild damaged reefs. With skill and luck, they will help 

save “the rainforests of the ocean.”

When coral reefs lose their 

algae, they become damaged 

and turn white.
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Yet the Sahara is not the driest 
desert in the world. That record 
belongs to the Atacama Desert 
of South America.

The Atacama lies between high 
mountains and the Pacific Ocean. The mountains stop moist air 
from reaching the desert land, 
and the cold ocean also acts to 
prevent rain. The yearly rainfall 
in the Atacama is less than .004 
inches (.01 centimeters). Some 
spots have not had rain since 
record-keeping began 400 years 
ago! With soil this dry, no plants 
can grow.

Unlike the Sahara, the Atacama 
is a cool desert. There are few 
scorching summer days but on 
winter nights, the temperature is 
often below freezing.

The Sahara and the Atacama are 
both deserts. They are alike in 
some ways, and different in many others.

Plants cannot grow in the dry soil of the Atacama Desert.

INFORMATIONAL, TRAVEL GUIDE
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Coral reefs are called “the rainforests of the ocean.” Like real rainforests 
on land, they are home to a rich 
variety of life—sea life. For example, 
thousands of different species of 
fish, outrageously colorful, may live 
around a single reef.

The rock-like reefs are built by coral, tiny animals related to jellyfish. Each coral is called a polyp. It is a simple organism with a stomach and a mouth surrounded by tentacles that it uses for feeding. It builds a hard skeleton around itself for protection. Thousands of identical polyps live together, their skeletons connecting to form a hard structure. As they live and die, new skeletons are built. The reef grows.
The living coral are closest to the surface. They need sunlight, so their “roommates” can provide a steady diet of food. Each polyp has plant-like algae living with it, protected by its skeleton. The algae use photosynthesis to create food from sunlight, sharing this food with the polyp. They also give the coral reef its color.

Thousands of living things rely on a single reef for food and shelter. When it dies, its inhabitants are suddenly homeless. And coral reefs are dying.

Saving the Rainforests 
of the OCEAN
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Great mounds of golden sand 

bake under a blazing sun. A line 

of camels is crossing these sand 

dunes. The people riding the 

camels are dressed to protect 

themselves from the heat and 

wind-blown sand. What is this 

place? It is the Sahara Desert,  

the largest desert in the world.  

It spreads across northern Africa.

The Sahara’s dunes may seem to 

stretch forever, but these “sand 

seas” cover only part of this vast 

desert. The Sahara also has flat, 

stony lands as well as mountains. 

In places, underground water 

rises to form springs where trees 

and plants grow. In these oases, 

farmers grow crops.

The Sahara is called a hot desert, 

but not all of it is hot year round. 

Still, the summer sun can roast the 

air. At one spot, the temperature 

once soared to a record-breaking 

136 degrees F (58 degrees C).

All deserts are dry lands. The 

yearly rainfall in the Sahara is less 

than 10 inches (25 centimeters), 

and often is much less. Some 

places here get no rain for years. 

TWO DESERTS

Sand dunes cover only part 

of the Sahara Desert.
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NARRATIVE, LEGEND

The grateful king ordered his goldsmith to make a crown of gold for each crane. The next day, the cranes flew off wearing their crowns, but the day after that, they returned with bare heads. The cranes said that the other animals had become envious and angry when they saw the golden crowns. The animals had stolen the crowns and destroyed them.

The king had new crowns made, not of gold, but of golden feathers that could not be removed. Each crane flew off wearing its gold-feather crown.

And that is how African crowned cranes received the beautiful, shimmering crowns of gold that they still wear today.
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African Crowned Crane

Once, long ago, an African king became separated from his 

companions while out hunting in the dry grasslands. The king was 

lost and he did not know how to find the oasis where the royal court 

was set up. It was a hot day, and the king knew that he would die of 

thirst if he did not find water soon.

Zebras were grazing nearby. “Please help me,” 

the king said to the zebra chief. “I must find my 

court. Can you lead me to it?”

The zebra chief turned away from 

the king. “We cannot help you, for 

you have hunted us.”

The king then asked the elephant queen for help but 

she, too, refused. “We do not help those who want to 

kill us,” she said.

The king asked the antelopes, but they 

also said no because they were favorite game 

animals of hunters such as the king.

A flock of long-legged, long-necked birds 

called cranes landed near the king. Weakly, the 

king begged the cranes for help. They did not 

turn away. Instead, the cranes brought water to 

the king and then, led him to his court.

NEW Readers for 2020



Teacher Guides
The detailed teacher guides can be used to facilitate critical analysis and higher-order thinking through 
text-dependent questions, collaborative activities, and peer discussions. For each passage, the accompanying 
teacher guide includes:

•  Text summary

•  Lexile® measure

•  Key vocabulary

•  Focus question

•  Reading strategies

•   Discussion and  
writing prompts

•   Reproducible graphic organizer

•  Answer key

Why are Close Reads important?
Close Reads were developed to increase student exposure to texts that promote critical analysis and the 
development of reading comprehension skills. The passages mirror those presented in the Lexia Core5 
Reading® online program and can be used to reinforce and build upon the online learning. Students will 
extend skills by:

•  Building academic vocabulary

•  Developing close reading strategies 

•  Exploring text features (e.g., graphics, maps, captions, headings)

•  Strengthening oral and written language skills

•  Answering questions that require increasingly complex thinking 

How can Close Reads be used?
For small group sessions 
Close Reads are ideal for small groups of students. Opportunities for collaboration and expressive 
language development often motivate students who struggle to work independently. 

For individual student instruction 
Close Reads can serve as an intervention tool for students who are struggling with a specific 
comprehension skill or text type, or for students who consistently struggle in the comprehension strand 
of Core5.

Where can Close Reads be found?
You can find Close Reads in the Support for Instruction section of the www.myLexia.com  
Core5 Resources Hub.
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Text Type: Informational, Blog Entry
Lexile® Measure: 810L
Target Skill: Cause and Effect

Saving the Rainforests of the Ocean

SUMMARY

This blog describes 
rainforests of the 
oceans, why they are 
in danger, and what 
is being done to help 
save them.

KEY VOCABULARY

• variety (noun) A variety is an assortment of many different things.

• species (noun) A species is a classification of living organisms.

• outrageously (adverb) Outrageously means extremely.

• organism (noun) An organism is any living thing.

• surface (noun) The surface is the outer layer.

• photosynthesis (noun) Photosynthesis is the process plants use to 
turn sunlight into energy.

• inhabitants (noun) An inhabitant is a person or animal that lives in 
a place.

• bleaching (noun) Bleaching is when all the color leaves something.

• expel (verb) To expel is to force something out.

FOCUS  
QUESTION

Why do the rainforests 
of the ocean need to 
be saved?

PREVIEW

 Identify the text. This text is an article. Explain to students that this article is an 
example of an informational text—writing that gives facts about a subject.

 Point out key vocabulary (in bold). Discuss definitions with students.

 Introduce the focus question. Have students consider the question as they read.

READ

INDEPENDENT READ
Annotate the text. Encourage students to identify key ideas, connections,  
and questions they have as they read.

TEACHER-GUIDED READ
Explore cause and effect. Draw attention to how information is organized. The first 
part presents information about coral reefs 1  and how they grow 2 . The next part 
presents the causes of coral bleaching 3  4 . The last part explains how scientists 
are trying to save coral reefs 5 .

Then, work with students to complete the Cause and Effect chart. Refer students to 
their text annotations to help identify causes and effects.

Answer the focus question. Work together to answer: Why do the rainforests of the 
ocean need to be saved? (They are in danger of dying out because of pollution and 
climate change.)
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Coral reefs are called “the rainforests 

of the ocean.” Like real rainforests 

on land, they are home to a rich 

variety of life—sea life. For example, 

thousands of different species of 

fish, outrageously colorful, may live 

around a single reef.

The rock-like reefs are built by coral, 

tiny animals related to jellyfish. Each coral is 

called a polyp. It is a simple organism with a 

stomach and a mouth surrounded by tentacles 

that it uses for feeding. It builds a hard skeleton 

around itself for protection. Thousands of identical polyps live 

together, their skeletons connecting to form a hard structure. As they 

live and die, new skeletons are built. The reef grows.

The living coral are closest to the surface. They need sunlight, so 

their “roommates” can provide a steady diet of food. Each polyp has 

plant-like algae living with it, protected by its skeleton. The algae use 

photosynthesis to create food from sunlight, sharing this food with 

the polyp. They also give the coral reef its color.

Thousands of living things rely on a single reef for food and shelter. 

When it dies, its inhabitants are suddenly homeless. And coral reefs 

are dying.

Saving the Rainforests 
of the OCEAN
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The outward sign that all or part of a reef is dying is something 
called “coral bleaching.” Bleaching results when the algae in the 
coral are killed or driven out. There are two main causes for this: 
climate change and pollution.

Coral need clear water and a certain temperature range to stay 
healthy. Even a rise of one degree in the average water temperature 
hurts them. Climate change is slowly raising the temperature of 
the ocean. If the temperature rises around them, coral polyps are 
damaged and expel their algae. With the algae gone, the reef loses 
its color and the polyps starve.

Pollution also plays a part. It encourages the growth of harmful 
algae. This algae covers the top of the reef, blocking out sunlight. 
This kills the good algae and soon kills the coral.

A report released in June 2017 announced that three quarters 
of coral reefs worldwide have suffered extreme damage. Experts 
predict that coral reefs could disappear completely by 2050. But 
scientists have been working on the problem. They are looking for 
ways to move heat-resistant algae into the reefs. They are finding 
ways to rebuild damaged reefs. With skill and luck, they will help 
save “the rainforests of the ocean.”

When coral reefs lose their 
algae, they become damaged 
and turn white.

1

4

3

2
5

Saving the Rainforests of the Ocean

RESPOND

Write or discuss. Have students work independently or as a group to answer  
the questions below.

 Describe a coral reef. (It is home to a variety of sea life. Each coral is called a polyp. 
Polyps build hard skeletons around themselves for protection. Coral reefs are 
brightly colored.)

 Explain the effect of pollution on coral reefs. (Pollution blocks the sunlight so the 
algae cannot use photosynthesis to create food. Without food, the good algae die, 
and soon the coral die.)

 How might you use what you learned about coral reefs to help save “the 
rainforests of the ocean”? (Student answers will vary but should reflect knowledge 
of the causes of coral bleaching: climate change and pollution.)

 How are “the rainforests of the ocean” similar to rainforests on land? How are they 
different? (Student answers will vary but might include: They are similar because 
both provide food and shelter for a variety of plants and animals. They are different 
because one is on land, and the other is in water.)

 Do you think scientists should be working to find ways to save the rainforests  
of the ocean? Why or why not? (Student answers will vary.)

 Imagine you are a travel agent. Keeping in mind what you learned from the 
text and what you may already know about coral reefs, design an ad or a travel 
brochure for a trip to a coral reef. (Student answers will vary.)
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Text Type: Informational, Blog Entry
Lexile® Measure: 810L
Target Skill: Cause and Effect

Saving the Rainforests of the Ocean
SUMMARY

This blog describes 
rainforests of the 
oceans, why they are 
in danger, and what 
is being done to help 
save them.

KEY VOCABULARY

• variety (noun) A variety is an assortment of many different things.
• species (noun) A species is a classification of living organisms.
• outrageously (adverb) Outrageously means extremely.
• organism (noun) An organism is any living thing.
• surface (noun) The surface is the outer layer.
• photosynthesis (noun) Photosynthesis is the process plants use to turn sunlight into energy.
• inhabitants (noun) An inhabitant is a person or animal that lives in a place.

• bleaching (noun) Bleaching is when all the color leaves something.
• expel (verb) To expel is to force something out.

FOCUS  
QUESTION

Why do the rainforests 
of the ocean need to 
be saved?

PREVIEW

 Identify the text. This text is an article. Explain to students that this article is an example of an informational text—writing that gives facts about a subject.
 Point out key vocabulary (in bold). Discuss definitions with students.
 Introduce the focus question. Have students consider the question as they read.

READ

INDEPENDENT READ
Annotate the text. Encourage students to identify key ideas, connections,  and questions they have as they read.

TEACHER-GUIDED READ
Explore cause and effect. Draw attention to how information is organized. The first part presents information about coral reefs 1  and how they grow 2 . The next part presents the causes of coral bleaching 3  4 . The last part explains how scientists are trying to save coral reefs 5 .
Then, work with students to complete the Cause and Effect chart. Refer students to their text annotations to help identify causes and effects.
Answer the focus question. Work together to answer: Why do the rainforests of the ocean need to be saved? (They are in danger of dying out because of pollution and climate change.)
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